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CENTER CITY HISTORY: 

♦ The village of Centre City was established in 1851 by Anders Swenson, 

who came from Smaland, Sweden, and platted in 1857. Center city was 

the first permanent Swedish settlement in the State of Minnesota. 

♦ The Swedish Lutheran Church, now known as the Chisago Lake 

Lutheran Church, was founded in 1854. The current church was built 

in 1889. 

A post office was established as Centre City in 1858, and the name 

was changed to Center City in 1893. 

♦ Center City is the county seat of Chisago County, and has been since 

1875. 

♦ The Northern Pacific Railroad came to Center City in 1881. The 

train depot was built in 1880. The train ran from Taylors Falls 

through the Chisago Lakes area and on to Wyoming. The train depot 

was shut down in 1948 and since then has been the Center City Office, 

garage for Center City Fire Deptartment, Center City Municipal Liquor 

Store, Porterhouse restaurant/bar, and now the Pizza Pub. 

I 

il ♦ Center City was the setting of Swedish author Vilhelm Moberg's epic 

novels The Emigrants, written and published in four volumes between 

1949 and 1959, and made into two feature films in 1972 and 1974. 

♦ 2026 marks the 175th Anniversary of our small townl 

CENTER CITY DAYS: July 24-26th. LET'S CELEBRATE! 

Would you like to help out with new ideas, organizing, 

promotion, or anything in between?? Please contact City 

Hall as planning starts now. Thanks! 



UTILITY BILLING: 

It has come to our attention that there have been 
mail service issues. When utility bills are dropped 
off at the Center City Post Office, the mail is taken 
to the Twin Cities for sorting and counting (there is 
no opting out, it is required). Neither the City or 
the local post office have control over lost or 
damaged mail. 
While this is frustrating for both you and the City, it 
is your responsibility to know that the utility bill is 
due quarterly. Bills are mailed the first week of: 
January, April, July, and October. Bills are due the 
15th of the month in: February, May, August, and 
October. There is a drop box next to the City Hall 
door on the south side of the building for your 
convenience. 

If you do not receive the bill, PLEASE give city hall 
a call or send an email. We will be happy to look 
up your account and give you the balance due if 
there is one. 

For the full Utility Billing & Collection Policy please 
see the Center City website. 
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FROM PUBLIC WORKS: 

Snow removal: When we get more than 1" 

of snow you NEED to move your vehicles and 

trash cans OFF of city streets so that they can 

be properly cleared of accumulated snow. 

This also includes alleyways in need of 

snow removal. 

Thank you 
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NOTICE TO ALL RESIDENTS: 

At the Council Meeting 1/6/2026 the Council voted 5-0 to approve an increase in the Utility Billing rates 
effective for the 1st Quarter of this year (bills mailed in April). The increases are needed to keep all systems 
operating effectively and efficiently. The new rates are as follows: 

Water Service Charge = $47 per unit, quarterly. Each unit qualifies for 8000 gallons at no charge, then $2.25 
for each additional 1000 gallons used, billed quarterly. 

Sewer Unit Charge = $62 per unit, billed quarterly. 

Sewer Treatment Charge = $4.75 per 1000 gallons used, billed quarterly. 

Meter Tech Fee = $7.50 per quarter 

Pumphouse Fee = $6.50 per quarter 

Stormwater Fee = $6 per quarter 
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