Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council
August 5, 2025

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Council Members Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter,
Garrett Boulineau, Sally Swanson

Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, City Engineer Marcus Johnson, Chisago County Press Matt
Silver, Mark Baumann, Bollig Engineering Brandon Johnson, Debra Johnson, Ben Elfelt, Jason Sweno,
Chris DuBose, Scott Anderson

Consent Agenda: August Agenda, July Minutes Regular Council, July Minutes Special Meeting, July
Claims. Behnke requested adding speaker Chris DuBose to parks committee reports. Motion by Vetter
and seconded by Swanson to approve consent agenda with addition to agenda. Ayes-5, Nays-0
Motion carried.

OPEN FORUM: Brandon Johnson from Bollig Engineering introduced himself and gave a summary of
the engineering firm.
Closed at 7:06.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Hursh Iron Works: Councilmember Swanson summarized that currently no permits or plans
have been successfully submitted to Taylors Falls. To be substantially complete by April of 2026
as per the Taylors Falls agreement, they should have documents submitted by now. City Planner
John Anderson has noted several current zoning violations at the location. Attorney Alliegro
stated that he believes they still intend to move although a meeting with them to discuss the
violations and their timeline can be scheduled. Neighbors in attendance stated that the noise level
has increased and needs to be addressed as well. Alliegro encouraged them to document dates and
times of disturbance.

2. 117 Busch Ave: Behnke stated that the owners of the property are not likely able to maintain the
lawn and that she has not been in contact with them recently. Working with neighbors to get the
grass cut has not been successful. Clerk Miron directed to send zoning violation letter and if the
issue is not corrected the city will have staff get the lawn cut and bill the property owners.

3. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail) PID 12.00275.26: Swanson stated that meeting with
Marine Dock & Lift has been rescheduled for next week. Council discussed PID 12.00275.26
which is located north of the Chisago County Law Enforcement Center. The intentional use of the
property is that it is used for the SIRT. Motion by Swanson to deed PID 12.00275.26 to Chisago
County for the trail and seconded by Wolcott. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

4. Retaining Wall at City Hall: No new quotes at this time.



NEW BUSINESS:

1.
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Lake Improvement District: Ben Elfelt LID Administrator presented information about the
North Lindstrom/North Center Lake project. There are committed land owners on both sides that
are in favor of the project. They are drafting easement agreements with those land owners. Elfelt
extended an invitation to council members that would like to be involved to reach out and be
included in future working meetings of the LID.

EV Charging Station: Behnke advised Council that she has looked into a possible grant to install
an EV charging station at the location of the SIRT trail head. Additional information will need to
be gathered for Council consideration.

Flock Safety Digital Camera (license plate reader): Behnke said that she attended the Chisago
County Collaborative Initiative meeting. The Chisago County Sheriff talked about the cameras as
if they would be installed, they read license plates and automatically notify dispatch if a wanted
vehicle is identified passing by it. The city of St. Croix Falls, W1 has several installed, Rush City
and Wyoming have placed orders.

Preliminary Budget Meeting 2026: Council set meeting for August 27™, 2025 at 5:30 pm.
Bolton & Menk: Engineer Marcus Johnson let council know that the city may apply again for the
LRIP (Local Road Improvement Project) grant. The new submission would need to be updated
with current projected costs and timeline.

Johnson went on to say that the City has also received a grant again this year from the Minnesota
Department of Health. The grant is to continue the lead service line inventory survey. The plan is
to continue mapping throughout the city.

STAFF REPORTS:

1.

2.

Public Works: Well #2 has been repaired, invoice has yet to be received. Public works will be
running the well periodically to ensure it continues to work properly. Minnesota Rural Water was
out and went over wellhead protection with Public Works Supervisor Shawn Gallagher. All
information is up to date and letters sent to the Center City Fire Department and Chisago County
Emergency Management as required.

Clerk/Treasurer: Nothing at this time.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1.
2.
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Fire Department: Nothing at this time.

Personnel: Clerk Miron has done the suggested editing to the personnel policy. League of
Minnesota Cities suggested an addition to the policy. Motion by Vetter and seconded by
Boulineau to add “Respectful Workplace” to the personnel policy. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion
carried. Motion to adopt the updated personnel policy made by Vetter and seconded by Swanson.
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

Planning Commission: Nothing at this time.

Ordinance Committee: Nothing at this time.

Budget Committee: Meeting set for full Council.

HPC: PreserveMN grant approved for members to attend in September.

Parks: Public works installed two ADA compliant picnic tables, a bench, and bike rack in I.G.
Long Park. The Chisago County SHIP (Statewide Health Improvement Partnership) grant covered
a majority of the expense at $2999.



Chris DuBose spoke on behalf of the Chisago Lakes Rotary Club. They have decided to apply for
the “Big Idea Grant” from the Chisago Lakes Area Community Foundation for up to $12,000.
They will be dedicating their efforts to the SIRT and trailhead in Center City. The funds could be
used for historical markers, map kiosks, mile markers, and the trailhead. Offers extended to other
cities in the form of benches, picnic tables, trash receptacles, bike racks, along the trail. DuBose
requested a letter of support from the City as well as a commitment to match funds received from
other Rotary Clubs in the area. Motion for a letter of support and up to $1000 match funds from
the parks fund for additional improvements made by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson. Ayes-5,
Nays-0. Motion carried.

8. Library: No quorum present. Budget discussed as expenses are exceeding funding.

9. Sewer Board: Bid for reed bed accepted from Peterson Company’s.

10. Highway 8: Swanson stated that an e-mail was received from Nordic Harbor in regards to the
crosswalk. She advised them to attend upcoming meetings.

11. Visitor’s Bureau: Nothing at this time.

MOTION by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 8:51 pm.
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

Attest:

City Clerk, Dana Miron Mayor, Jill Behnke






