Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council
March 4, 2025

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Council Members Present: Council Members: Mayer Jill Behnke, Mark Wolcott, Sally Swanson,
Garrett Boulineau. Remote attendance: Council Member Lloyd Vetter

Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Treasurer Tom Zine, County Press Matt Silver, Mark
Baumann, Travis Greene, Dan Twohy, Joe Anderson, Kathrin Herrig

Consent Agenda: March Agenda, February Minutes Regular Council, February Minutes EDA, February
Minutes Planning Commission, March Claims. Motion by Boulineau and seconded by Swanson to
approve the consent agenda. Ayes-5: Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion
carried.

OPEN FORUM: Opened at 7:02, resident letter submitted to council regarding 117 Busch Ave., forum
closed at 7:02

OLD BUSINESS:

Old Jail Property: Nothing at this time.

AT&T: Nothing at this time.

Hursh Iron Works: Continued truck disturbances noted and documented.

117 Busch Ave: City continues to wait on approval from the State of MN. Council read letter
submitted regarding environmental hazard and community safety concerns. Brief discussion
regarding options to move forward.

5. Attorney Services Proposals: Swanson met with Alliegro and his intentions are to delay his
retirement till the end of the year. Swanson will gather information from potential firms before
that time.
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NEW BUSINESS:

1. Public Hearing: A Text Amendment Amending Title XI: Business Regulations By Adding A
New Chapter 119: Cannabis Regulations. Behnke opened the hearing at 7:08. No public
comment, hearing closed at 7:09.

Ordinance 2025-03-04A: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE XI: BUSINESS REGULATIONS BY ADDING A
NEW CHAPTER 119 FOR CANNABIS BUSINESSES. Motion by Swanson and seconded by Wolcott to approve
Ordinance 2025-03-04A adding Chapter 119. Ayes-5: Behnke, Boulineau, Swanson, Wolcott, Vetter.
Nays- 0. Motion carried.




Resolution 2025-03-04A: A Resolution authorizing summary publication of Ordinance 2025-03-
04A adding Chapter 119. Motion to approve Resolution 2025-03-04A made by Wolcott and
seconded by Boulineau. Ayes-5: Behnke, Boulineau, Swanson, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion
carried.

2. Ordinance 2025-03-04B: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE XIX: ZONING REGULATIONS, CHAPTER
191: RULES AND DEFINITIONS, SECTION 191.02 DEFINITIONS; CHAPTER 219: A-1 AGRICULTURAL
DISTRICT, SECTION 219.04 INTERIM USES; CHAPTER 220: RR RURAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, SECTION
220.04 INTERIM USES; CHAPTER 225: B-1 DOWNTON BUSINESS DISTRICT, SECTION 225.04 INTERIM USES;
CHAPTER 226: B-2 HIGHWAY BUSINESS DISTRICT, SECTION 226.04 INTERIM USES; CHAPTER 227: -1
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, SECTION 227.04 INTERIM USES; AND CHAPTER 228: POS PUBLIC AND OPEN
SPACE DISTRICT, SECTION 228.04 INTERIM USES, ALL OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE FOR THE CITY OF CENTER
CITY. Briefly discussed, Planning Commission meeting had public hearing, discussed, and recommends
Council approval. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to approve Ordinance 2025-03-04B
amending Title XIX. Ayes-5: Behnke, Boulineau, Swanson, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays- 0. Motion carried.

Resolution 2025-03-04B: A Resolution authorizing summary publication of Ordinance 2025-03-
04B amending Title XIX. Motion to approve Resolution 2025-03-04B made by Swanson and
seconded by Vetter. Ayes-5: Behnke, Boulineau, Swanson, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays- 0. Motion carried.

3. Resolution #2025-03-04: Resolution Adopting 2024 Chisago County Hazard Mitigation Plan
Council briefly reviewed. Motion to approve Resolution 2025-03-04 made by Vetter and
seconded by Boulineau. Ayes-5: Behnke, Boulineau, Swanson, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays- 0. Motion
carried.

4. GIS Mapping/Website Renewal: Clerk Miron shared a memo provided by City Engineer
Marcus Johnson as he was unable to attend the meeting. The ArcGIS Online program for
mapping public water and sewer lines, hydrants, curb stops, etc. is up for renewal. Last year the
startup cost and website were covered through an MDH grant, the website portion costing $1247.
Motion to pay renewal fee of $1247 for the GIS program made by Swanson and seconded by
Vetter. Ayes-5: Behnke, Boulineau, Swanson, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays- 0. Motion carried.

5. Charitable Gambling Fiesta Cancun: An application was submitted from the North Branch
Hockey Association to conduct gambling at Fiesta Cancun. Council dismissed this application as
per Ordinance 115.01(6) Gambling expenditures are to be within the City of Center Cities trade
area; within the City of Center City, Franconia Township, Chisago Lakes Township. The CCFRA
(Center City Fire Relief Association) also submitted an application and has met with the manager
of Fiesta Cancun. Motion to approve CCFRA to conduct charitable gambling at the Fiesta Cancun
located at 280 Andrews Avenue, made by Behnke and seconded by Wolcott. Ayes-5: Behnke,
Boulineau, Swanson, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays- 0. Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS:

1. Public Works:
A: Seasonal Part-time Employee: Public Works Gallagher has been in contact with Katie
Tallarico and she is willing to come back this year. Motion by Vetter and seconded by Wolcott to
have Katie return May 1%, weather permitting, with a $1/hour raise. Ayes-5: Behnke, Boulineau,
Swanson, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays- 0. Motion carried.



2. Clerk/Treasurer: Clerk Miron updated Council on the auto payment option setup. When
contacting Banyon (utility billing program support), this payment option would require an
additional purchase from Banyon to activate the software module at a cost of $800. The cost
outweighs the benefit at this time.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Fire Department: Chief Greene provided council with the annual report. There were 161 call
outs last year, with 84 being within Center City.

2. Personnel: Met for employee review, file to be updated.

3. Planning Commission: Met, minutes included in consent agenda.

4. Wellhead Protection: Up to date.

5. Ordinance Committee: Nothing at this time.

6. Budget Committee: Nothing at this time.

7. HPC: Nothing at this time.

8. Parks: Nothing at this time.

9. Library: Nothing at this time.

10. Sewer Board: Main lift renovation moving along. Preparing for annual audit.

11. Highway 8: Meeting scheduled in person in April.

12. EDA: Behnke stated that there is continued interest in the lots owned by Chisago County at the
business park on Per Road. Inquiries are being directed to Nancy Hoffman, Chisago County
HRA/EDA.

13. Visitor’s Bureau: Nothing at this time.

MOTION by Vetter and seconded by Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 7:41 pm. Ayes-5:
Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion carried.

Attest:

City Clerk, Dana Miron Mayor, Jill Behnke






