
Minutes from the Regular Meeting of the Center City Council 
March 3, 2026 

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Councilmembers Mark Wolcott, Garrett Boulineau, 
Sally Swanson 

Not in Attendance: Councilmember Lloyd Vetter 

Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Chisago County Press Matt Silver, Mark Baumann, Benjamin 
Hieronymus, Sage Mills, Lisa Maraschiello, Scott Anderson 

Consent Agenda: March Agenda, February Regular Council Minutes, February Claims. Motion made by 
Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to approve the consent agenda. Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

OPEN FORUM: No public comment 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Hursh Iron Works: Councilmember Swanson stated that she has spoken with Taylors Falls and 
that the building permit applications are being worked on. She stated that they will not meet the 
deadline being "substantially" in at Taylors Falls in April, but that she believes they will continue 
to move forward. Neighbor Mark Baumann stated that the noise levels have increased with the 
nice weather and that he intends to call the Chisago County Sheriffs Department, hoping that an 
ordinance violation will be issued. Mayor Behnke acknowledged his statement. 

2. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail): Behnke said that Chisago County engineers 
continue to work on the plans and get bids for work that will need to be completed. Changes have 
been made due to higher expenses. Swanson said that she has been working with the County on 
the land swap and plans to have the preliminary paperwork completed in the next week. The 
ability to submit to the Planning Commission for March is pending completion. 

3. Bayview Raingarden: Council briefly discussed the request for proposal (RFP) draft copy that 
Chisago County HRA-EDA sent for review. Council would like the highlighted exclusions to be 
drafted in a second proposal. The exclusions listed include long-term maintenance or restoration 
seedings. Motion by Boulineau and seconded by Swanson to approve the RFP for repair of the 
rain garden. Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Timewalk Production Event Permit: Permit applied for by Ben Hieronymus working with 
Tony's Bar & Grill. The 2-day event will take place on September 25 and 26• The event 
includes outdoor music and vendors located in a blocked-off area on Summit Ave. Concern from 
the salon owner was voiced. Ben acknowledged issues that arose last year and agreed to work 



with the salon owner on a mutually beneficial arrangement. Motion to approve the permit made 
by Wolcott, with the understanding that they will work with the local businesses, seconded by 
Swanson. Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

2. East Central Regional Arts Council (ECRAC) Grant Application: Behnke shared information 
with the Council after a virtual meeting with an artist who creates large murals on metal panels 
that could work well placed along the future trail into the City. The ECRAC offers grants that can 
cover a portion of the expense. 

Council discussion then turned to grant applications for trailhead amenities, such as a possible 
shelter and/or restroom. Concept plans developed over the past few years need review before 
moving forward. 

The Council tabled the subject until additional information is gathered and residents have an 
opportunity to provide input. Meeting proposed to take place on March 26 with 
Councilmembers, Parks Committee, and Heritage Preservation Committee. 

STAFF REPORTS: 

1. Public Works: 

A. Monthly Report: No additional information requested. 
2. Clerk/Treasurer: Nothing notable at this time. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

1. Fire Department: Nothing at this time. 
2. Personnel: Nothing at this time. 
3. Planning Commission: No meeting in February. 
4. Ordinance Committee: Center City Fee Schedule Ordinance 2025-03-03: Council reviewed 

the highlighted changes. Wolcott pointed out that the stormwater drainage fee that is charged by 
the Residential Equivalent Factor (REF) may need review. The park dedication ordinance and fee 
should also be reviewed at another time. Motion to approve Ordinance 2025-03-03 with the 
removal of the change to the park dedication fee made by Wolcott and seconded by Boulineau. 
Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

5. Budget Committee: Wolcott said the committee continues to work on fire contracts. 
6. HPC: Nothing at this time. 
7. Parks: Nothing at this time. 
8. Library: Nothing at this time. 
9. Sewer Board: Boulineau stated that the yearly audit went well. The disc golf installed is very 

popular. There are concerns about the high level of chloride found, likely due to road salt runoff. 
Data will be collected and entered into a 15-year study. 

10. Highway 8: Nothing at this time. 
11. EDA: Nothing at this time. 
12. Visitor's Bureau: Lodging Tax: Behnke gave Council a summary of the lodging tax and the 

collection of this tax from rentals within the City. Lisa Maraschiello from the Visitor's Bureau 
explained that collection has been an issue with a number of cities. Turning the collection over to 
the State will take the burden off of city staff, and the State can enforce compliance in ways that 



the City cannot. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Boulineau to tum over lodging tax 
collection to the State of Minnesota. Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

13. Chisago County Collaborative Initiative: Meets next on April 22• 

Attest: 

MOTION by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 7:09 pm. Ayes-4, 
Nays-0. Motion carried. 

Dana Miron, City Clerk Jill Behnke, Mayor 




