
Minutes from the Regular Meeting of the Center City Council 
January 6, 2026 

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 6:10 pm. 

Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Councilmembers Mark Wolcott, Garrett Boulineau, 
Sally Swanson 

Remote Attendance: Councilmember Lloyd Vetter (at 6:15 pm) 

Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Chisago County Press Matt Silver, Scott Anderson, Center City 
Fire Department (CCFD) Dan Twohy, Barry Moe, Mark Baumann 

Consent Agenda: January Agenda, December Regular Council Minutes, December Planning 
Commission Minutes, and December Claims. Motion made by Boulineau and seconded by Wolcott to 
approve the consent agenda. Ayes-4: Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott. Nays-0. Motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM: No public comment. Closed at 6:14 pm. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Hursh Iron Works: Nothing at this time. 
2. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail):  Nothing at this time.  
3. Bayview Raingarden: Possible meeting dates discussed, Clerk will confirm after contacting the 

necessary parties involved. 
4. Charitable Gambling: Behnke stated that there were brief meetings that took place with the 

owners/managers of Pizza Pub and Tony’s, as well as with the Center City Fire Relief 
Association. An effort will be made to arrange a meeting with both the bar owners and Relief 
Association members. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Resolution 2026-01-06-A: A RESOLUTION GRANTING A VARIANCE OF EIGHT FEET (8’) TO 
REDUCE THE REAR YARD SETBACK FOR A RIPARIAN LOT (SETBACK TO THE ORDINARY HIGH 
WATER (OHW) OF SOUTH CENTER LAKE) FROM THE REQUIRED FIFTY FEET (50’) TO A 
SETBACK OF FORTY-TWO FEET (42’) AND A VARIANCE OF FIFTEEN AND NINE TENTHS FEET 
(15.9’) TO REDUCE THE BLUFF SETBACK FROM THE REQUIRED THIRTY FEET (30’) TO 
FOURTEEN AND ON TENTH FEET (14.1’) TO ALLOW FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN ADDITION 
TO AN EXISTING SINGLE-FAMILY DETACHED DWELLING. Behnke summarized the discussion 
from the Planning Commission meeting and the recommendation to the Council to approve the 
variance request. Brief discussion. Motion by Swanson and seconded by Vetter to approve 
Resolution 2026-01-06-A. Ayes-4: Boulineau, Swanson, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays-0. Abstained-1: 
Behnke. Motion carried.  



2. Resolution 2026-01-06-B: Annexation Petition 13840 Lake Boulevard. Lindstrom has passed 
and signed the petition for the property detachment. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to 
approve Resolution 2026-01-06-B Annexation Petition 13840 Lake Boulevard. Ayes-5: 
Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion carried. 

3. Municipal Development Group (MDG) Contract 2026: Holly Kreft has agreed to work with 
Center City. The 2026 contract has added the option for remote attendance to planning 
commission meetings for Holly Kreft. Motion to approve the MDG 2026 contract made by 
Swanson and seconded by Boulineau. Ayes-5: Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter. 
Nays-0. Motion carried.  

4. Committee Assignments 2026: Limited changes to the committee assignments. Addition of the 
Chisago County Collaborative Initiative to committees. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by 
Boulineau to approve with changes. Ayes-5: Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter. 
Nays-0. Motion carried.  

STAFF REPORTS: 

1. Public Works: Will be attending the Smart Salting Class on January 22.  
2. Clerk/Treasurer: Nothing at this time. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

1. Fire Department: Nothing at this time. 
2. Personnel: Nothing at this time. 
3. Planning Commission: No additional comments. 
4. Ordinance Committee: Met, nothing to report. 
5. Budget Committee: Water and Sewer Rates 2026. Wolcott shared proposed increases to water 

and sewer rates. There have been additional costs and repairs to the systems, as well as 
preventative maintenance; increases are needed to cover expenses. Approved rates will be in 
effect January 1st, and notification will be sent out to all residents in the newsletter with the 
current billing. Proposed changes are as follows: 
Water unit charges $40 per quarter to $47 per unit per quarter, includes the first 8000 gallons. 
Above 8000 gallons, $1.75 per 1000 to $2.25 per 1000 gallons. 
Pumphouse $5 per quarter to $6.50 per quarter 
Tech Fee $6 per quarter to $7.50 per quarter 
Sewer unit charges $55 per quarter to $62 per unit per quarter 
Sewer treatment charge $4.10 per 1000 to $4.75 per 1000 gallons 
Storm water $3 per quarter to $6 per quarter 
Motion by Swanson and seconded by Wolcott to approve the increases. Ayes-5: Boulineau, 
Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion carried.  

5. HPC: Nothing at this time. 
6. Parks: Nothing at this time.  
7. Library: Nothing at this time.  
8. Sewer Board: Vetter stated it was a lengthy meeting covering many topics, including vehicle use 

and policy guidance on emergency procedures.  
9. Highway 8: Nothing new at this time.  



10. EDA: Nothing at this time. 
11. Visitor’s Bureau: Met and discussed bylaws, website, and advertising.  
12. Chisago County Collaborative Initiative: Meets at the Wildcat Community Center on January 

27th from 6 to 8 pm.   

MOTION by Boulineau and seconded by Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 pm. 
Ayes-5: Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion carried.   

Attest:  

_____________________________  ______________________________________ 
City Clerk, Dana Miron    Mayor, Jill Behnke 


