
Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council 
November 6, 2024 

 
Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Council Members Present: Mayer Jill Behnke, Council Members: Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter, Ryan 
Pease, Garrett Boulineau 
 
Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Public Works Shawn Gallagher and Mike Roggemann, City 
Attorney Ted Alliegro, City Engineer Marcus Johnson, Chisago County Press Matt Silver, Travis Greene, 
Philip Bottjen, Kathrin Herrig, Arnold Stueber, Brooke Hoyt, Brandon Hoyt, Christina Jenson, Sue 
Freeman, Scott Anderson, Joe Anderson, Doug Harper, David Hinsch, Christine Kissner 
 
Consent Agenda: November Agenda, Regular Council Meeting Minutes October, EDA Meeting 
Minutes October, Planning Commission Minutes October, Special Meeting Minutes October, October 
Claims. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to approve the consent agenda.  Ayes-5, Nays-0. 
Motion carried. 
 
OPEN FORUM: Behnke opened the forum at 7:01.  
 
Sue Freeman stated that she is unpleased with the tall shed and fence that her neighbor has constructed. 
Clerk Miron stated that a permit was issued and that all setbacks and other requirements have been met 
according to city ordinances.  
 
Brandon Hoyt stated that he just received the zoning violation letter dated September 25th in reference to 
the number of dogs he has at his residence. He stated that there are currently 5 dogs and that 2 are 
“service” dogs. Attorney Alliegro gave definitions of support vs. service animals, but further research is 
needed to determine if there are any exceptions to the rule of a maximum of 3 dogs by the City Code. 
Brooke Hoyt stated that she has papers to submit for support that they are service animals. Behnke stated 
that licenses/permits need to be applied for. Brooke’s papers were given to Clerk Miron for further 
review and the Hoyt’s agreed to fill out permit applications.  
 
Behnke closed the open forum at 7:16  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Old Jail Property: Nothing new at this time. 
2. AT&T: Marcus stated that the escrow check to Center City to cover the engineering report prior 

to AT&T updating their equipment has been received.  
3. Hursh Iron Works: Nothing new at this time. 
4. DNR Fishing Pier: The old pier has been given away to a local resident for his use. No further 

cleanup required.  
5. City Property Inventory: PW Gallagher has been cleaning and organizing the shop. Ongoing.  
6. Schultz Ave: No additional quotes have been received to date. Hold off until full repairs can be 

made.  
 
 
 



NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Resolution #2024-11-06 2024 Election Canvas: Official results for the office of Mayor shall be 
Jill Behnke and the two offices of Council Members shall be Mark Wolcott and Sally Swanson. 
Motion to approve Resolution #2024-11-06 made by Vetter and seconded by Pease. Ayes-5, 
Nays-0. Motion carried.  

2. RFP City Attorney: Clerk Miron presented Council with an RFP for city attorney for approval. 
Motion to approve and have posted on League of Minnesota Cities website made by Pease and 
seconded by Boulineau. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

3. Resolution #2024-11-06-B: Variances for 132 Summit Ave: Behnke stated that the resolution 
for variances for 132 Summit Ave have been recommended for approval by the Planning 
Commission. The variances are to exceed lot coverage, and to reduce side yard and rear yard 
setbacks for the addition of an accessory building. Motion to approve Resolution 2024-11-06-B 
made by Pease and seconded by Wolcott. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

4. 117 Busch Ave: Behnke read a letter to Council from FD Chief Greene stating that as of 
10/7/2024 the MN State Fire Marshall, Chisago County Sheriff’s Office, and Center City Fire 
Department were all finished with their investigations of the structure. As per a phone 
conversation, the property was handed back to the owner to proceed with demolition. City 
Attorney Alliegro also drafted a letter last week to the owner of the property sharing that 
neighbors are concerned about the condition of the property and requesting her timeline for 
demolition. She has not responded as of the time of this meeting. Council listened to public 
comment and then discussed. Council asked Public Works to add snow fence around the structure 
for safety. Council asks that Clerk Miron request estimates for the demolition and also call the 
owner to inform her of steps taken and inquire about her plans to move forward as this needs to be 
taken care of in a timely manner. Motion by Pease and seconded by Vetter to have Clerk Miron 
make a call to property owner Mary O’Reilly and calls to acquire demolition estimates. Ayes-5, 
Nays-0. Motion carried.  

  
STAFF REPORTS: 

1. Public Works: PW Gallagher and Roggemann report that MRWA (Minnesota Rural Water 
Association) assisted with hydrant flushing. Two hydrants flagged for repair. All hydrants will 
require routine maintenance next spring.  

2. Clerk/Treasurer: Clerk Miron stated that all radio heads and meters on backorder have been 
delivered. This will cover those already on the list to be replaced and leave a few in inventory.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

1. Fire Department: CCFD Travis Greene presented again to Council with a request for higher 
retirement rates through PERA. Additional information and meeting with fire department prior to 
next Council meeting.  

2. Personnel: PW Roggemann will be available on an on-call basis if needed after leaving on 
November 27th. Employment ad has been posted for his replacement.  

3. Planning Commission: Met October 21st, minutes included in consent agenda.  
4. Wellhead Protection: Nothing at this time.  
5. Ordinance Committee: Meeting scheduled for November 20th. 
6. Budget Committee:  

A: Employee Health Insurance: Motion by Pease and seconded by Vetter to begin $400 per pay 
period stipend for health insurance to qualified employees beginning December 1st, 2024 as set up 
is now complete in payroll system. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  
B: Fire Department Pension Increase: (Addressed above) 



C: Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation Bond Renewal: Preliminary information presented by 
Arnold Stueber. Motion to move forward with public hearing and resolution for December 3, 
2024 made by Vetter and seconded by Wolcott. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

7. HPC: Nothing at this time. 
8. Parks: Nothing at this time.  
9. Library: Vetter stated that they received bids for snowplowing and have decided to go with SBC 

for the upcoming season.  
10. Sewer Board: Vetter updated ongoing projects, repairs moving forward.  
11. Highway 8: Nothing at this time.  
12. EDA: Nothing at this time.   
13. Visitor’s Bureau: Nothing at this time.  
14. Beyond the Yellow Ribbon: Disbanding as of December 31st, 2024.  

 
MOTION by Pease and seconded by Wolcott to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 pm. Ayes-5, Nays-0.     
Motion carried.  
 
 
Attest:  
 
 
 
__________________________________  ______________________________________ 
City Clerk, Dana Miron    Mayor, Jill Behnke 


