Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council
December 2, 2025

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Council Members Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter,
Garrett Boulineau, Sally Swanson

Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Chisago County Press Matt Silver, Scott Anderson, Center City
Fire Department (CCFD) Chief Travis Greene, CCFD Dan Twohy, CCFD Joe Anderson, CCFD Brandon
Larson, Erica Christopherson, Dustin Howard

Consent Agenda: December Agenda, November Minutes Regular Council, November Planning

Commission Minutes, November Claims. Motion made by Vetter and seconded by Boulineau to approve
the consent agenda. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

OPEN FORUM: No public comment. Closed at 6:04 pm.

PUBLIC HEARING: Truth-in-Taxation 2026: No public comment. Closed at 6:05 pm.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Hursh Iron Works: Councilmember Swanson updated the Council. The application with plans
that Hursh submitted to Taylors Falls has been approved. The final steps are legal title work
items. Once completed, the city will allow them to proceed.

2. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail): Swanson explained that there is title work that still
needs to be completed by Chisago County before moving forward.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Truth in Taxation 2026: Resolution 2025-12-02 FINAL Budget and Levy 2026.
Councilmember Wolcott gave a summary of the final budget numbers. Motion by Wolcott and
seconded by Vetter to approve Resolution 2025-12-02 Final Budget and Levy 2026.

Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

2. Resolution 2025-12-02-B: A RESOLUTION GRANTING A VARIANCE OF TWENTY-FOUR FEET TO
REDUCE THE REAR YARD SETBACK ON A RIPARIAN LOT FROM THE REQUIRED FIFTY FEET TO A
SETBACK OF TWENTY-SIX FEET AND A VARIANCE OF THIRTY FEET TO REDUCE THE BLUFF

SETBACK FROM THE REQUIRED THIRTY FEET TO ZERO FEET TO ALLOW FOR THE CONSTRUCTION
OF A DECK ON THE REAR OF AN EXISTING SINGLE-FAMILY DETACHED DWELLING.

Behnke shared that there were no public objections at the hearing. The Planning Commission
unanimously recommended approval of the variances, subject to conditions being met.



Councilmember Vetter stated that he had visited the site before the meeting. He noted the
replacement has been underway.

Councilmember Swanson gave a recap of the PC meeting and noted that the deck was being
constructed before the variance approval. There was neighborhood support, as there are other
houses in proximity with decks at the same distance from the lake.

Motion by Vetter and seconded by Swanson to approve Resolution 2025-12-02-B granting
variances applied for at 140 North Main Street, with all conditions met.
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

. Resolution 2025-12-02-C: A RESOLUTION OFFERING THE CONVEYANCE AND EXCHANGE OF

CITY PROPERTY SUPPORTING THE EXTENSION OF THE SWEDISH IMMIGRANT REGIONAL TRAIL TO
CENTER CITY. Brief Council discussion. No action taken.

Charitable Gambling: Chisago Lakes Hockey Association (CLHA)

A letter has been received from Pizza Pub stating that it is a formal notice that Pizza Pub of
Center City LLC will discontinue the charitable gambling partnership with the Center City Fire
Department effective December 31, 2025. The letter also stated that management has decided to
move in a new direction with a new organization in 2026.

Representatives from the Chisago Lakes Hockey Association, Dustin Howard and Erica
Christopherson, attended the meeting. They presented the goals and growth of the association.
They said that they are now licensed through the State of Minnesota to conduct charitable
gambling as of September 2025.

Councilmember Wolcott, also a member of the Budget Committee, shared how the City and the
fire department have worked together over the past 30 years with charitable gambling and the
benefits to both parties.

Center City Relief Association President Joe Anderson pointed out that the letter does thank the
association for what it’s done. He also commented that there have been conversations about the
boxes and notification by the State that the lessor has tried to dictate the conduct of gambling at
the site, which is not allowed by state statute. That situation appeared to have been resolved.

Center City charitable gambling manager Dan Twohy then spoke about the relationship with the
Pizza Pub and communication obstacles with the owner. He would like to verify with the owner
that the letter conveys owner's wishes, as the letter received lacks a written signature. Termination
of the gambling lease requires two weeks' notice, either by the lessor or the lessee, and must be
formally reported to the State of Minnesota within 10 days of the change.

Councilmember Swanson asked if the CLHA had reviewed the City ordinance on gambling and
referenced §110.01 (F) Distribution of proceeds. They had not, and a copy was given to them.
The ordinance states that the organization shall expend 90% of proceeds within the City of Center
City’s trade area. The trade area is defined as the City of Center City and the townships of
Chisago Lake and Franconia.



Councilmembers agreed that a meeting should take place with 2 councilmembers, the owner of
Pizza Pub, and the Center City Fire Relief Association. City Clerk will attempt to schedule a
meeting. No action taken at this time, discussion will continue at the next council meeting on
January 6, 2026.

STAFF REPORTS:

1.
2.

Public Works: Nothing at this time.

Clerk/Treasurer:

A. Monthly Meeting Dates 2026: Proposed meeting dates for the regular council and planning
commission were briefly discussed. Both February and November dates needed to be
adjusted. Motion by Swanson and seconded by Boulineau to approve with noted changes.
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

B. Clerk Conferences 2026: Clerk Miron requested permission to attend both the MCFOA
Annual Conference in March and the Clerk Institute in May. Motion by Wolcott and seconded
by Vetter to approve the conference and institute attendance. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

C. Municipal Development Group (MDG): City Planner John Anderson will no longer be with
the City as of January 1%, 2026. There is the possibility of MDG having an employee who is
willing to take over in his place. Council will be kept up to date.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
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Fire Department: Greene stated they have had 169 calls to date. The newly acquired command
vehicle hit a deer, causing significant damage. League of Minnesota Cities insurance should be
sending a check to cover the cost of repairs.

Personnel: Nothing at this time.

Planning Commission: Minutes were included with the consent agenda, meeting again in
December.

Ordinance Committee: Set up a meeting for December.

Budget Committee: 2026 Wage Proposal: Wolcott said slight modifications since it was
discussed in August. Public Works Supervisor Gallagher has acquired his water license, which
increased his pay. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to approve the 2026 wage and
insurance proposal as discussed in September and modified since then. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion
carried.

HPC: Nothing at this time.

Parks: Nothing at this time.

Library: Lawn mowing contracts will be reviewed in March. The light on the light pole is out
and will need to be replaced. The library will be hosting a 20th Anniversary event on January 15%
2026.

Sewer Board: Vetter stated that they have been televising the main lines. One issue was found in
front of Pizza Man; the manhole cover had been paved over, but has now been corrected. Behnke
inquired about the City scheduling televising lines as a regular maintenance procedure, as in the
past. She recalls that it was done by doing small sections each year.

10. Highway 8: Nothing new at this time.
11. EDA: Nothing at this time
12. Visitor’s Bureau: Met and things are moving along well now after separating from the Chamber.



MOTION by Vetter and seconded by Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 pm.
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

Attest:

City Clerk, Dana Miron Mayor, Jill Behnke



