
Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council 
December 3, 2024 

 
Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Council Members Present: Mayer Jill Behnke, Council Members: Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter, Ryan 
Pease, Garrett Boulineau 
 
Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Public Works Shawn Gallagher, City Attorney Ted Alliegro,  
Chisago County Press Matt Silver, Travis Greene, Mark Baumann, Arnold Stueber, Brooke Hoyt, 
Brandon Hoyt, Scott Anderson, Joe Anderson, Jason Sweno 
 
Consent Agenda: December Agenda, Regular Council Meeting Minutes November, Special Meeting 
Minutes November, November Claims. Behnke requested that SRTS be added to Committee: Parks. 
Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Pease to approve the consent agenda with the addition. Ayes-5, 
Nays-0. Motion carried. 
 
Regular meeting closed at 7:03  
 
OPEN FORUM: Opened at 7:03, no comments, closed at 7:04.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING: Truth in Taxation 2025: Opened at 7:04. Scott Anderson inquired on total levy 
amounts, answered by Wolcott. Closed at 7:06.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING: Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation Bond Renewal: Opened at 7:06. Arnold 
Stueber gave brief presentation. Closed at 7:08. 
 
Regular meeting reopened at 7:08 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Old Jail Property: Property is now listed for $750,000. Zoning will depend on buyer request.  
2. AT&T: Nothing new at this time.  
3. Hursh Iron Works: Delayed but moving forward with new location in Taylors Falls.   
4. City Property Inventory: Ongoing. 
5. Schultz Ave: Nothing new at this time. Revisit next spring.  
6. 117 Busch Ave: Behnke summarized special meeting from prior week. The city requested bids 

for demolition, lowest bid was Perry Excavating at $12,530. Attorney Alliegro drafted an 
agreement between the City and the property owner. He currently has a title search underway but 
not completed. Motion to present property owner with the agreement for the city to demo and 
assess the cost to the property taxes at 4% interest over 10 years made by Pease and seconded by 
Wolcott. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Truth in Taxation 2025 Resolution #2024-12-03-A: Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter 
to approve Resolution 2024-12-03A adopting the final 2025 Budget and Levy. Ayes-5, Nays-0. 
Motion carried.  



2. Hazelden Betty Ford Bond Renewal Resolution #2024-12-03-B: Motion by Wolcott and 
seconded by Pease to approve Resolution 2024-12-03-B. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

3. Liquor License Renewals: Pizza Pub, Jake’s on the Lake’s, Fiesta Cancun, Tony’s Bar & 
Grill, Nordic Harbor Liquor, Nordic Harbor Rooftop Bar: Motion by Pease and seconded by 
Boulineau to approve all liquor license renewals for 2025. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

4. Chisago County Delegation Resolution #2024-12-03-C: Council briefly discussed. Zoning 
needs to be addressed. Resolution tabled for now, special meeting set for December 16th at      
6:30 pm.   

5. Statewide Volunteer Firefighter Plan Resolution #2024-12-03-D: Wolcott briefed council on 
the request from the fire department to increase the PERA retirement benefit from $2500 to $3000 
per year of service. Motion to approve Resolution 2024-12-03-D made by Wolcott and seconded 
by Vetter. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

6. MDG (Municipal Development Group) Contract 2025: Motion to approve the 2025 contract 
made by Pease and seconded by Boulineau. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

 
STAFF REPORTS: 
 

1. Public Works: PW Gallagher said that new employee PW Kriz would like to work Monday thru 
Thursday for 5 hours per day. Council agreed to being flexible with his schedule as PW Gallagher 
sees fit and his start date is December 9th, 2024.  
A: Meeting Attendance/Written Report: PW Gallagher inquired about the necessity of his 
attendance at all meetings. Council agreed that he will only need to attend if requested to or if he 
has an item on the agenda.  

2. Clerk/Treasurer:  
A: Loffler Contract Renewal: Loffler 5-year contract is up. New contract includes new 
replacement printer/copier and slightly higher monthly fees. Motion to approve the contract made 
by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  
B: 141 Busch – Dog License’s Update: Clerk Miron stated that the residents had provided 
paperwork/vaccinations for 3 of 5 dogs. According to Ordinance §93.11B the limit is 3 dogs per 
residence, more than 3 are considered a kennel and not permitted in city limits. Miron had 
informed them they would need to address Council about licensing additional dogs. The Hoyts 
presented Council with paperwork showing that the 5 dogs are service dogs and needed by each 
individual within the home. Attorney Alliegro stated that one possibility is to grant reasonable 
accommodations to have 2 additional dogs.  Motion by Pease and seconded by Wolcott to grant 
reasonable accommodations to the Hoyts for the additional 2 dogs provided all paperwork is 
submitted and all 5 dogs are licensed by the end of December. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  
C: Meeting Dates 2025 and Clerk Meetings: Clerk Miron provided a list of dates for 2025 
Council and Planning Commission meetings as well as dates for the MCFOA annual conference 
and clerk’s institute. January and February PC meetings are moved to the following perspective 
weeks due to holidays. Motion to approve the 2025 meeting dates and clerk’s conference and 
institute dates made by Wolcott and seconded by Boulineau. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

1. Fire Department: CCFD Chief Greene stated that calls to date are at 150, which is only slightly 
up from last year. He has applied for grants to help fund portable radios, will not hear until next 
year on that. Grass rig is in rough shape, Greene requested funds for new chassis and FD will do 
the work needed. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Pease to approve authorization to Greene 
to spend up to $55,000 on grass rig from the truck fund. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  



2. Personnel: Behnke inquired about comparable worth and state required submissions. Clerk 
Miron stated that it was submitted this past January after points were adjusted for position 
changes and reviewed by Wolcott and Behnke. Discussion shall continue at the special meeting 
on December 16th.  

3. Planning Commission: Nothing at this time.  
4. Wellhead Protection: Nothing at this time.  
5. Ordinance Committee: Committee met and continues to work on cannabis zoning and updates.  
6. Budget Committee:  

A: Surplus in 407 Fund to General: The use of the 407 Fund has ended (Smith Metals 
Abatement). Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to close the 407 fund and move the 
balance to the General Fund. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  
B: 2025 Wage Proposals: Wolcott proposed moving the subject to the special meeting on 
December 16th.   

7. HPC: Nothing at this time.  
8. Parks: SRTS (Safe Routes to School): Behnke stated that Kyle Boerem with the public works at 

Chisago Lakes Schools is coordinating getting support letters from each city. Motion by Behnke 
and seconded by Wolcott to submit a letter of support. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

9. Library: Nothing at this time.  
10. Sewer Board: Vetter updated ongoing projects, repairs moving forward.  
11. Highway 8: Meeting in January for new 2032 project. 
12. EDA: Met prior to Council meeting.  
13. Visitor’s Bureau: Nothing at this time.  
14. Beyond the Yellow Ribbon: Nothing at this time. Dissolved by end of year.   

 
MOTION by Wolcott and seconded by Pease to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 pm. Ayes-5, Nays-0.     
Motion carried.  
 
 
Attest:  
 
 
 
__________________________________  ______________________________________ 
City Clerk, Dana Miron    Mayor, Jill Behnke 


