
Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council 
February 4, 2025 

 
 
Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Council Members Present: Council Members: Mark Wolcott, Sally Swanson, Garrett Boulineau. 
Remote attendance: Mayor Jill Behnke and Council Member Lloyd Vetter 
 
Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Public Works Supervisor Shawn Gallagher, County Press Matt 
Silver, Mark Baumann, Kieth DeWeerd 
 
Consent Agenda: February Agenda, Minutes Regular Council January, January Claims. Motion by 
Wolcott and seconded by Boulineau to approve the consent agenda. Ayes-5: Boulineau, Swanson, 
Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter.  Nays-0. Motion carried. 
 
  
OPEN FORUM: Opened at 7:03, no comments, closed at 7:04  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Old Jail Property: Nothing at this time.  
2. AT&T: Nothing at this time.   
3. Hursh Iron Works: Nothing new at this time. 
4. 117 Busch Ave: This property had the dwelling burn down in September. City continues to wait 

on approval from the State of MN on the demo agreement signed by the property owners as the 
state has a lien on the property. City attorney Alliegro sent the state a letter in December, and has 
called 3 times. He recently sent a second letter with receipt confirmation. Vetter not alone in the 
concern of safety and city liability issues. Behnke will place a call as well next week.  

5. Attorney Services Proposals: Council briefly discussed. Behnke and Swanson will collaborate 
with city clerk to research and gather additional information. Potential meeting in April after 
initial research is done and all council members are able to attend in person.  

6. PC Members/Committees: Planning Commission currently has 5 members. Council requested 
clerk to post openings on website, and future newsletter.   

 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
 

1. Board of Appeal 2025: Scheduled for April 17th at 6 pm. Members Behnke, Wolcott, and 
Swanson have completed the necessary training.  

 
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
 

1. Public Works:  
A: Hydrant Maintenance and Repair: PW Gallagher provided 2 quotes on supplies and parts 
needed to repair and service hydrants. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to accept the 



quote from Ferguson Waterworks. Ayes-5: Boulineau, Swanson, Wolcott, Behnke, Vetter.    
Nays-0. Motion carried.  
B: Baribeau Skid-steer Agreement: PW Gallagher provided 2 quotes from Baribeau Implement 
for annual trade-in of the skid-steer. Gallagher requested consideration of the higher quote which 
includes hand controls. He stated that the more precise controls will improve safety and aid in 
higher quality work done with the machine (grading, etc). Motion by Boulineau and seconded by 
Swanson to approve the Baribeau quote of the machine with hand controls for $4500. Ayes-5: 
Boulineau, Swanson, Wolcott, Behnke, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion carried.  
C: Employment Status: PW Gallagher 6-month employee probation period ends February 7, 
2025. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to remove from probation and increase wages 
by $1 per hour pending a review by the personnel committee next week. Ayes-5: Boulineau, 
Swanson, Wolcott, Behnke, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion carried.   

2. Clerk/Treasurer:  
A: Building Permits: Clerk Miron told council that Chisago County will be providing training on 
a new online building permit application program. The Tyler Technologies program is expected 
to launch in early March.  
B: Event Permit Form: Changes made to the Event Permit include a change of fees. Local 
businesses may now apply for 5 events annually or may still apply for a single event. Motion to 
approve the new form and fee changes made by Vetter and seconded by Wolcott. Ayes-5: 
Boulineau, Swanson, Wolcott, Behnke, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion carried. 
C: Direct Payment Form: This new form may be used if the pilot run for direct payment is 
successful. The first run will potentially take place later this month with just a small sample of 
accounts. Motion by Vetter and seconded by Swanson to approve the form following a successful 
trial transaction. Ayes-5: Boulineau, Swanson, Wolcott, Behnke, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion carried. 

 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
 

1. Fire Department: Nothing at this time.  
2. Personnel: Behnke to set a meeting with Swanson next week.  
3. Planning Commission: Meeting coming up on the 24th with a public hearing for zoning 

regulations regarding cannabis businesses.  
4. Wellhead Protection: Up to date.  
5. Ordinance Committee: Draft copy of updates received from American Legal.  
6. Budget Committee: Preparation is taking place for the upcoming audit.  
7. HPC: Nothing at this time.  
8. Parks: Curt Schneider and Joe Tart are expected to be meeting with the owner of Marine Dock 

and Lift to discuss a possible land swap to enable the Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail to enter 
Center City from the east. Behnke stated that 3 organizations have committed to funding; the 
Chisago Lakes Rotary Club, Chisago Lakes Parks and Trails Foundation, and Kevin and Kathy 
Kirvida through the Center City Fireman’s Auxiliary. Behnke stated that Empowering Small 
Communities from the UofM is wrapping up preliminary plans and there will be a meeting likely 
sometime in April to share with everyone what they have accomplished.  

9. Library: Boulineau stated that the library will also be looking for new legal services.  
10. Sewer Board: Projects are continuing as expected.  
11. Highway 8: Meeting scheduled by Zoom for February 19th.  
12. EDA: Meeting held prior to council meeting.  
13. Visitor’s Bureau: Nothing at this time.  

 



MOTION by Swanson and seconded by Wolcott to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 pm. Ayes-5: 
Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter.  Nays-0. Motion carried.  
 
Attest:  
 
__________________________________  ______________________________________ 
City Clerk, Dana Miron    Mayor, Jill Behnke 


