
Minutes from the Regular Meeting of the Center City Council 
February 4, 2026 

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Councilmembers Mark Wolcott, Garrett Boulineau, 
Sally Swanson 

Remote Attendance: Councilmember Lloyd Vetter  

Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Chisago County Press Matt Silver, Center City Fire 
Department (CCFD) Travis Greene, Barry Moe, Mark Baumann, Kyle Johnson 

Consent Agenda: February Agenda, January Regular Council Minutes, January Working Session 
Minutes, and January Claims. Motion made by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to approve the consent 
agenda. Ayes-5: Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM: Opened at 6:02. Kyle Johnson stated that he and Barry Moe intend to get their 
adjoining parking lots paved on the east side of 320-332 Summit Ave. They want to work with the City 
as the parking lot will meet Schulze Ave, where proper drainage of storm water is essential. Barry Moe 
then added that he would like the City to look at the options they have to improve the grade of the road, 
which affects proper drainage. Behnke suggested that Public Works contact Bluhm Construction.   
Closed at 6:07. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Hursh Iron Works: Nothing at this time. 
2. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail):  Bolton & Menk received a report from the 

engineering firm (WSB) working for Chisago County on the trail. Motion by Swanson and 
seconded by Boulineau to have Engineer Marcus Johnson review the report and provide his 
assessment. Ayes-5: Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion carried.  

3. Bayview Raingarden: Meeting took place on January 21st for discussion with Chisago County. A 
request for bids will be drafted. 

4. Charitable Gambling: Center City Relief Association and bar owners have met and discussed 
rules, regulations, and lease agreements. Pizza Pub will be adding more electronic bingo games 
on site; no other changes or additional meetings are needed at this time. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Baribeau Skid Steer Contract 2026: Council reviewed the annual contract. Motion by Wolcott 
and seconded by Swanson to approve the contract for one year at $3000. Ayes-5: Boulineau, 
Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion carried. 



2. Snow and Ice Control Policy 2026: Council reviewed the updated policy, which contained only 
minor changes. Salt will be used as needed to maintain safe driving conditions. The City does not 
maintain a “bare pavement” policy, as additional salting is harmful to the lakes. Motion by 
Wolcott and seconded by Boulineau to approve the Snow and Ice Control Policy. Ayes-5: 
Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion carried. 

STAFF REPORTS: 

1. Public Works: 
A. Monthly Report: No additional information requested.  

2. Clerk/Treasurer:  
A. DNR Report: Clerk Miron stated that public works is required to submit a report yearly on 

water pumped from wells and metered water. In 2022, the unmetered water was at 8.5%, and 
in 2025 less than 3%. Unmetered water: fire department, city buildings, hydrant flushing, etc. 

B. Committee Assignments 2026: No changes needed 
C. Board of Appeals Date Thursday, April 16th at 6:00 pm. Date confirmed by Council. 
D. Mixer: Clerk Miron found unused equipment while cleaning. While old, if operational, the 

suggestion is to donate to the Chisago Lakes Lions Club. Motion by Behnke and seconded by 
Swanson to donate to the Lions Club. Ayes-5: Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter. 
Nays-0. Motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

1. Fire Department: Chief Greene gave a quick summary of the 2025 annual report. Overall, the 
department is doing well. There were 2708 logged volunteer hours and 176 calls. They will start 
2026 with 21 members. 

2. Personnel: Nothing at this time. 
3. Planning Commission: No meeting in January. 
4. Ordinance Committee: Nothing at this time. 
5. Budget Committee: Wolcott stated that fire contracts are up for renewal. The budget committee 

proposes an increase of 5.6% for the 2-year township contracts. This reflects inflation over the 
past 2 years. Meetings are pending. 

6. HPC: Nothing at this time. 
7. Parks: Chris DuBose from the Chisago Lakes Rotary Club spoke about possible mile markers 

being made by Unruly Acres to be placed along the Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail. They 
would like the city to submit a theme or artwork suggestion for consideration. There will also be 
historical markers for each city.  

8. Library: Nothing at this time.   
9. Sewer Board: Boulineau stated it was a short meeting. There is a contract up for renewal with 

Veolia, and lift station #1 still needs repair, but it is not urgent at this time. 
10. Highway 8: Nothing at this time. 
11. EDA: No meetings in recent months. Suggestion to schedule as needed.  
12. Visitor’s Bureau: Collecting lodging tax continues to be an issue. The Bureau is taking in to 

consideration working with the State of Minnesota. The state would then collect the tax rather 
than individual cities.  



13. Chisago County Collaborative Initiative: Behnke said she attended the meeting. There were 
many introductions and short summaries of what has been going on within the community. 

MOTION by Swanson and seconded by Boulineau to adjourn the meeting at 7:07 pm. 
Ayes-5: Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Wolcott, Vetter. Nays-0. Motion carried.   

Attest:  

_____________________________  ______________________________________ 
City Clerk, Dana Miron    Mayor, Jill Behnke 


