Minutes from the Regular Meeting of the Center City Council
April 7, 2026

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Councilmembers Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter, Garrett
Boulineau, Sally Swanson

Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, City Engineer Marcus Johnson, Chisago County Press Matt
Silver, Scott Anderson

Consent Agenda: April Agenda, March Regular Council Minutes, March Special Meeting Minutes,

Planning Commission Minutes, and March Claims. Motion made by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to
approve the consent agenda. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

OPEN FORUM: No public comment

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Hursh Iron Works: Swanson had no new information from Taylor’s Falls on the status of the
Hursh plans. Noise is still an issue at the current location for neighboring properties. Council
members agree that a zoning violation reminder letter should be sent.

2. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail): Marcus Johnson from Bolten & Menk said that he
had reviewed plans provided by WSB Engineering. He proposed a path location change due to the
depth of the city's water and sewer lines on the plan.

3. Bayview Raingarden: Vetter and Boulineau viewed the raingarden before the meeting and found
that the washout is larger than it had been. The Chisago County HRA/EDA was going to put out a
request for bids. They need to be contacted for the final submission date.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Resolution 2026-04-07: RESOLUTION GRANTING APPROVAL OF A MINOR SUBDIVISION OF
PROPERTY TO CREATE PARCELS TO FACILITATE A LAND SWAP FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF

THE SWEDISH IMMIGRANT REGIONAL TRAIL. The Planning Commission met on March 15% to
review and recommend that Council approve the subdivision. Motion to approve Resolution
2026-04-07 granting approval of the minor subdivision made by Wolcott and seconded by
Swanson. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

2. Chisago County Senior Center Contract: Brief discussion about renewal of the contract.
Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to approve the contract. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion
carried.

3. Liquor License: El Mezcal Restaurant and Bar 2: On-sale and Sunday. Transfer of liquor
license from Fiesta Cancun to El Mezcal application at 280 Andrews Avenue. Motion by Wolcott
and seconded by Swanson to approve the transfer of on-sale and Sunday liquor license to El
Mezcal with State of MN approval. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.



4. Bolton & Menk: AT&T Marcus Johnson told Council that the engineering costs have gone over
what AT&T has given the City in the escrow account for the project. He shared a letter with the
Council from the engineer overseeing the project that proposed the amount needed from AT&T to
replenish the escrow account. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to send a letter to
AT&T requesting $11,000 to cover engineering costs to the City. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS:

1. Public Works:

A. Monthly Report: Reviewed with no additional information requested.

B. Seasonal Hire: 2026 Dates of Employment. Council briefly discussed. Motion by Vetter and
seconded by Swanson to hire Katie Tallarico back this year, beginning on May 1" if the
weather continues to be agreeable. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

2. Clerk/Treasurer: Clerk Miron noted that the regular council meeting time will return to 7 pm for

May through October.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Fire Department: Nothing at this time.

Personnel: Nothing at this time.

Planning Commission: Nothing more at this time.

Ordinance Committee: Nothing at this time.

Budget Committee: Wolcott stated that all 3 fire contracts have been approved.

HPC: Nothing at this time.

Parks: Met March 26",

Library: Vetter gave a summary of that meeting. They approved a lawn service for the summer

and will replace a burned-out bulb that requires a bucket or lift truck.

9. Sewer Board: Vetter gave a summary of the meeting. The plant is running well. There was a
discussion on allowing septic trucks to offload and how that could work.

10. Highway 8: Nothing at this time.

11. EDA: Will meet in June before the regular council meeting.

12. Visitor’s Bureau: The Bureau will be sending over a resolution addressing the future collection
of the lodging tax in Center City.

13. Chisago County Collaborative Initiative: Meets next on April 22",

PRAANER BN

MOTION by Swanson and seconded by Wolcott to adjourn the meeting at 7:11 pm.
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

Attest:

Dana Miron, City Clerk Jill Behnke, Mayor



