
Minutes from the Regular Meeting of the Center City Council 
May 5, 2026 

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Councilmembers Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter, Garrett 
Boulineau, Sally Swanson 

Others Present: City Attorney Ted Alliegro, City Clerk Dana Miron, Chisago County Sheriff Brandon 
Thyen, Chisago County Press Matt Silver, Scott Anderson, Deb Johnson, Rick Delmonico, Cass Sweno, 
Mark Beumann, Sue Leaf, Jason Sweno, Tom Leaf, Past Brian King 

Consent Agenda: May Agenda, Regular Council Meeting Minutes April, BOA Meeting Minutes, 
Planning Commission Minutes April, and April Claims. Motion made by Wolcott and seconded by 
Swanson to approve the consent agenda. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM: Open at 7:02.  
Deb Johnson read her statement expressing frustrations with Hursh Ironworks and the lack of progress 
with a relocation. She feels this has been going on for far too long with no timeline or repercussions.  

Nic Kirvida addressed the Council with his plans to restructure the Nordic Rooftop and Nordic Market at 
518 Grand Ave. His plans include closing the liquor store and adding a small kitchen to prepare food and 
serve drinks both upstairs and downstairs at this location. He would like to eliminate the Suites and 
acquire a combination liquor license. Council discussed but expressed no concerns.  

Nic Kirvida also addressed the Council on the shoreline lease that is up for renewal. He would like to 
either have a multi-year lease or possibly purchase if the City is agreeable. Council will discuss at the 
upcoming work session.  

Tom Leaf voiced his complaint and concern with Hursh Ironworks. There is not only noise pollution, but 
also trash piling up, no required screening, fumes, and mud.  

Rick Delmonico requested adding a water meter for his irrigation system so that he is not paying sewer 
treatment charges for water that is not entering the city system.  

The open forum closed at 7:17. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Hursh Iron Works: City Attorney Alliegro clarified what was earlier stated, that the City 
believes that they are in violation of zoning ordinances. That is not to say they are, as they have 
the right to dispute it. If taken to court, it is ultimately up to a judge. When this first began, Hursh 
said they would fight it, but then they said they would move. This seemed to be the best option for 
the City, rather than a possibly lengthy and expensive legal argument. It has never been believed 
that it would take this long. Alliegro then said he is happy to sit down with the Council in a closed 



meeting to discuss this further. Councilmember Swanson then stated that Hursh has submitted 
several documents to the engineers at Taylors Falls, although the pace has proved to be very slow. 

2. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail): Swanson worked with Chisago County and their 
engineers on the site plan and will have this available at the work session coming up.  

3. Bayview Raingarden: Chisago County HRA/EDA received four bids on the repair project. As 
they were sent over this afternoon, Council will discuss at a later date after time to review.  

NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Chisago County Sheriff’s Department: Companion Animal Care & Control. Sheriff Brandon 
Thyen explained the need for animal control. He has secured a contract for 2026 with available 
funds approved by the county. In 2027, an additional charge will appear on the annual contract 
between Center City and the Sheriff’s Department. His staff is working with the county attorney’s 
office to revamp the county ordinance on animals and will provide that to the city for review. The 
City can then make changes to its ordinance if necessary. 

2. Ordinance 2026-05-05-A: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF 
CENTER CITY BY REZONING THREE PARCELS OF LAND FROM B-1 DOWNTOWN BUSINESS 
DISTRICT WITH A SL SHORELAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT OVERLAY TO POS PUBLIC AND 
OPEN SPACE DISTRICT WITH A SL SHORELAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT OVERLAY. 
Behnke stated the Planning Commission recommends approval of the rezoning. Wolcott 
expressed concern about the parcel that has portions on both the north and south sides of Highway 
8. Swanson stated that the parcel has just been divided, and further division will have to wait at 
this point. Motion by Swanson and seconded by Vetter to approve Ordinance 2026-05-05-A. 
Ayes-4: Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Vetter. Nays-0. Abstained-1: Wolcott  

3. Ordinance 2026-05-05-B: AN ORDINANCE IMPOSING A TAX ON LODGING. Behnke explained 
that there is currently a three percent tax on lodging. This ordinance would turn over the 
collection to the State of Minnesota rather than the City. Discussion followed on the wording in 
this ordinance. Alliegro said that this would supersede the current ordinance. Motion to approve 
Ordinance 2026-05-05-B made by Swanson and seconded by Wolcott. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion 
carried. 

4. Chisago Lakes Lutheran Church: Worship on the Water. Pastor Brian King presented on the 
event. He would like to have a service weekly at the docks on North Center Lake. Services would 
take place at 10:30 on Sunday mornings from Memorial Day to Labor Day. He then requested 
permission to put up a 4’x8’ tarp sign. The signage request will need to be reviewed. Motion by 
Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to approve the weekly event. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

5. Pizza Pub Event Permit: 10th Anniversary on ay 16th. The outside area will be roped off. Motion 
by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to approve the event application. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion 
carried. 

6. Schedule Working Session: Closed meeting, special meeting and work session scheduled on 
May 14th. 

STAFF REPORTS: 

1. Public Works: Monthly Report: Reviewed with no additional information requested.  
2. Clerk/Treasurer: 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 



1. Fire Department: Nothing at this time. 
2. Personnel: Nothing at this time. 
3. Planning Commission: Minutes were included in the packet. 
4. Ordinance Committee: Nothing at this time. 
5. Budget Committee: Nothing at this time. 
6. HPC: NAPC Forum: Clerk Miron to request a scholarship for two members to attend. 
7. Parks: Nothing at this time. 
8. Library: Vetter gave an update. They have applied for a grant for 6 new tables for the meeting 

room. Light is still burned out and is more difficult to fix than expected.  
9. Sewer Board: Vetter gave a summary of the meeting. The plant is running well. The crop land 

has been rented out again for this year.    
10. Highway 8: Nothing at this time. 
11. EDA: Will meet in June before the regular council meeting.  
12. Visitor’s Bureau: Will be meeting on May 12th.  
13. Chisago County Collaborative Initiative: No attendance. 

MOTION by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 pm. 
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.   

Attest:  

_____________________________  ______________________________________ 
       Dana Miron, City Clerk          Jill Behnke, Mayor 




