
Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council 
May 6, 2025 

 
 
Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Council Members Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter,    
Garrett Boulineau, Sally Swanson 
 
Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, City Attorney Ted Alliegro, Chisago County Press Matt Silver, 
Mark Baumann, Chris DuBose, Garet Franko, Gary Franko, Deb Johnson, Yvonne Gilbertson, Gini 
Zresmi, Scott Anderson.  
 
Consent Agenda: May Agenda, April Minutes EDA, April Minutes Regular Council, April Minutes 
Special Meeting, April Minutes BOA Meeting, April Claims. Behnke requested an addition of 227 Lake 
Street (Steve Nelson property) to new business and clerk travel reimbursement to claims. Motion by 
Swanson and seconded by Wolcott to approve addition to claims. Ayes-5, Nays-0 Motion carried. Motion 
by Wolcott and seconded by Boulineau to approve the consent agenda with the addition to new business. 
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried. 
 
  
OPEN FORUM: Opened at 7:02 pm. Chris DuBose presented Council with a poster from the Chisago 
Lakes Area Community Foundation. The organization is having a grant competition that opens in August 
that is promoting innovative ideas to enhance our community. Grant amounts this year will be up to 
12,000 dollars. The poster will be placed on the outdoor bulletin board.  
Forum closed at 7:07 pm.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Hursh Iron Works: Residents expressed their continued displeasure with the noise that is still 
produced at this location, they also inquired about a final date of operation at this property. 
Attorney Alliegro stated that perhaps that is a measure that may be needed. Documentation of 
working outside of normal business hours should also be done. Taylors Falls will be contacted for 
information and timeline of necessary steps for their relocation.  

2. 117 Busch Ave: Perry Excavation has been working on cleanup of this property now that road 
restrictions have been lifted. Neighboring properties have inquired about cleanup of the remainder 
of the lot. A letter will be sent to the owners on this matter.  

3. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail): Behnke reminded council that the trail project is 
moving forward and that the city needs to look at next steps to swap property with MDL (Marine 
Dock & Lift) where a portion of the trail will be constructed. Swanson said that she can assist in 
procuring some of the data needed as she has experience in this area. Council also discussed the 
cost of needed documents such as survey and title searches as well as fence relocation for MDL. 
Some expenses may be covered by Chisago County and grant funds. Motion by Wolcott and 
seconded by Swanson to direct Chisago County to draft legal descriptions and/or survey the 



property as the City is in agreement to move forward as in Resolution 2024-07-02. Ayes-5,   
Nays-0. Motion carried.  

4. 227 Lake Street Driveway: Behnke stated that Steve Nelson at 227 Lake Street has been in 
touch about his driveway. There was an agreement signed with the City in 1993. The agreement 
will be sent to City Attorney Alliegro for review.   

5. Park Island Point: It has come to the attention of the city that the owner of 516 and 520 Park 
Island has divided the property into condominium plats. This was looked into and by Minnesota 
stature he has been allowed to do this without the approval of the City of Center City.  
 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Chisago County Senior Center: The senior center has requested a renewal of the yearly contract 
that the city has had with them. Motion by Swanson and seconded by Vetter to renew contract 
and donate $300. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

2. Resolution 2025-05-06: A Resolution Supporting Retention of City Zoning Authority. As the 
state legislature is potentially making changes to zoning, this Resolution states the City of Center 
City supports retaining the zoning authority to within the city. Motion to approve Resolution 
2025-05-06 made by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

 
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
 

1. Public Works: Thein Well has Center City well #2 on their schedule. The new DNR fishing pier 
has been moved into place but is missing essential hardware to attach the ramp. The DNR has 
been contacted. Seasonal employee Katie Tallerico has returned to work and has painted the large 
chair and will be assisting with multiple projects prior to the arrival of the flower baskets.  

2. Clerk/Treasurer:  
A.) City Hall: Retaining Wall: An estimate was submitted for repairing/rebuilding the retaining 

wall on the east side of city hall. Discussion of alternative options. Subject tabled at this time.  
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

1. Fire Department: Nothing at this time.  
2. Personnel: Nothing at this time.  
3. Planning Commission: Tim Kytonen has applied to serve as a member. Motion by Wolcott and 

seconded by Swanson to appoint Tim Kytonen to the planning commission. Ayes-5, Nays-0. 
Motion carried.  

4. Wellhead Protection: Up to date.  
5. Ordinance Committee: Nothing at this time. 
6. Budget Committee: Nothing at this time. 
7. HPC: Nothing at this time.  
8. Parks: Nothing at this time.  
9. Library: Met on April 24th. Discussed lawn care contract and mulch replacement.  
10. Sewer Board: Met and discussed bids on work to be done. There is approximately 30 acres of 

farm land to be rented out to a new individual. Kennedy & Graven to be the new attorney.  



11. Highway 8: Had a virtual meeting, there will be an in-person meeting in June. Plans for public 
engagement scheduled over the summer and fall months.  

12. EDA: Nothing at this time.   
13. Visitor’s Bureau: Nothing at this time.  

 
 
MOTION by Vetter and seconded by Wolcott to adjourn the meeting at 8:33 pm. Ayes-5, Nays-0. 
Motion carried.  
 
 
 
Attest:  
 
__________________________________  ______________________________________ 
City Clerk, Dana Miron    Mayor, Jill Behnke 


