
Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council 
May 7, 2024 

 
 

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Council Members Present: Mayer Jill Behnke, Council Members: Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter, Ryan Pease, 
Garrett Boulineau 
 
In the absence of Clerk Dana Miron (training), Mayor Behnke appointed Council Member Mark Wolcott 
secretary pro tem. 
 
Others Present: Public Works Supervisor Eric Garner, City Attorney Ted Alliegro, City Engineer Marcus 
Johnson, Chisago County Press Matt Silver, Tim Huemueller, Sharon Vetter, Scott Anderson, Kevin Kirvida, 
Matthew Clark, Casey Thiel, Sara Paul, Bryce Paul, Nik Kirvida, Sam Hursh, Joel Hursh, Bob Nash, Deb 
Johnson, Kyle Johnson, Mark Baumann, Tony Dehn, Bruce Nelson, Barry Moe, Chris DuBose, and Jesse 
Norring 
 
Consent Agenda: May Agenda, Regular Council Meeting Minutes April, EDA Minutes April, BOA Meeting 
Minutes, PC Minutes April, Council Work Session Minutes, April Claims. Motion by Pease and seconded by 
Vetter to approve the consent agenda.  Ayes-5 Nays-0 Motion carried. 
 
OPEN FORUM:  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Old Jail Demolition: Nothing new at this time. 
2. AT&T: Nothing new at this time. 
3. Hursh Iron Works: Attorney Alliegro stated that he has a scheduling order. First thing that is required 

is getting a mediator. Hursh’s still plan on moving to Taylors Falls, date uncertain. Hursh Bros 
addressed their dealings with Taylors Falls.  

4. DNR Fishing Pier: Nothing definite. Draft agreement has been received. Wolcott noted the City was 
proposed to be totally responsible for removal and disposal of old pier – previous agreement had 
mentioned State assisting. PW Garner said they indicated they might take salvageable parts of the old 
one. Motion to approve the contract with the DNR for a new fishing pier made by Pease and seconded 
by Boulineau. Ayes-5 Nays-0 Motion carried.  

5. Inventory (May): PW Garner indicated that inventory was progressing, not completely done.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Chisago County Senior Center Contract: Proposed contract received from Chisago County Senior 
Center for $300 for June 1, 2024 to May 31, 2025. Motion by Vetter and seconded by Boulineau to 
approve the contract. Ayes-5 Nays-0 Motion carried.  

2. Liquor License Application: Nordic Market on-sale, off-sale, and Sunday: Nothing has been 
received from the Sheriff’s Department yet. Motion by Pease and seconded by Vetter to approve subject 
to receipt of Sheriff’s approval. Ayes-5 Nays-0 Motion carried.  



3. Nordic Market Shoreland Lease: Proposed lease for 2 docks on South Center Shore line owned by the 
City. Attorney Allegro was just back from vacation and had not drawn up a draft. Special meeting set up 
for May 16th at 5:00 was announced.   

4. Resolution #2024-05-07-A: A Resolution granting a variance to reduce the front yard setback at 320 
North Main Street: Planning Commission recommended approval. Motion by Pease and seconded by 
Vetter to approve. Ayes-5 Nays-0 Motion carried.  

5. Ordinance #2024-05-07: Text Amendments Related to Use of Storage Containers in B-1. Planning 
Commission recommended approval. Considerable discussion by Council. Motion by Pease and 
seconded by Boulineau to approve the amendments. Ayes: Behnke, Pease, Boulineau Nays: Wolcott, 
Vetter. Motion carried 3-2. 

6. Resolution #2024-05-07-B: A Resolution granting a variance to reduce the setback between a principal 
structure and accessory structure in the B-1 business district: 340 Summit Ave. Planning Commission 
recommended approval. Motion by Pease and seconded by Boulineau to approve the Resolution. Ayes: 
Behnke, Pease, Boulineau, Wolcott. Nays: Vetter. Motion carried 4-1. 

7. Resolution # 2024-05-07-C: A Resolution approving a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to allow for a 
storage container as a permanent detached accessory structure in the B-1 business district: 340 Summit 
Ave. Planning Commission recommended approval. It was noted that one condition is that CUP is 
subject to approval by City engineer.  Engineering firm had sent a memo lately seeking more 
information regarding use of the container as retaining wall. Applicant expressed concern over the 
timing, and changing requests for more information. Motion by Pease and seconded by Wolcott to 
approve the Resolution with conditions met. Ayes: Behnke, Pease, Boulineau, Wolcott. Nays: Vetter. 
Motion carried 4-1. 

8. City Flowers: Council Stipend: All Council members expressed willingness to donate $60 May salary 
to 2024 City flower costs.  

 
It was noted that Open Forum had been missed early in the meeting. Tony Dehn and Bob Nash spoke in 
favor of the 340 Summit Conditional Use.  

 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

1. Fire Department: Nothing at this time 
2. Public Works:  

A: Paving Quotes: PW Garner had quotes for paving Center Avenue from Mobeck to the church and 
Busch between the two sections of Center Ave. Bids were: Bluhm construction $27,430, Seal Tech Inc 
at $28,750, and Preferred Paving at $42,380. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Pease to accept the 
bid of Bluhm. Ayes-5 Nays-0 Motion carried. 
B: Street Sweeping: PW Garner and Casey Thiel explained a program for the City to purchase a sweeper 
attachment for the skid steer. County Soil and Water Conservation would reimburse the City at a rate of 
$100 per lane mile swept up to $15,000 over 3 years. Motion by Pease and seconded by Vetter to sign 
the agreement with the County. Ayes-5 Nays-0 Motion carried. Garner had a quote from Baribeau 
Implement to furnish 84” sweeper for $7704, water kit extra $1695. Garner believed he could use a 
water kit on hand to reduce costs. Motion by Pease and seconded by Boulineau to purchase sweeper 
with original equipped water tank for $9399. Ayes-5 Nays-0 Motion carried. 
C: Garner was asked about installation of pier and docks for 2024. Pier was scheduled for May 10th 
(AM), docks uncertain.  

3. Clerk/Treasurer: Not present – no items.  
4. Personnel: Nothing at this time 
5. Planning Commission: Minutes on consent agenda.  



6. Wellhead Protection: Meeting next week 
7. Ordinance Committee: Meeting scheduled for May 21 at 9 am 
8. Budget Committee:  

A: Fire Contracts: Fire contracts with Chisago Lake and Franconia Townships were completed. Next 
meeting with Hazelden. 
B: Radios: Proposal to begin a “Radio Fund” with $2000 not spent in 2023 for fire pension.  

9. HPC: Nothing at this time 
10. Parks: Grant approved for elf house – possibly at Water Tower Park.  
11. Library: Seeking new quilt sign. 
12. Sewer Board: Televising lines 2 years $120,000. Audit – good. Flow – ours much lower than last year.  
13. Highway 8: Meeting in June.  
14. EDA: Nothing at this time.  
15. Visitor’s Bureau: Nothing new at this time 
16. Beyond the Yellow Ribbon: Nothing at this time.  

 
MOTION by Vetter and seconded by Pease to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 pm. Boulineau-aye, Pease-aye, 
Wolcott-aye, Vetter-aye, Behnke-aye. Motion carried 5-0 
 
Attest  
 
 
 
__________________________________  ______________________________________ 
City Clerk, Dana Miron    Mayor, Jill Behnke 
  


