
 

 

Minutes from the Regular Meeting of the Center City Council 
June 2, 2026 

 
Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Councilmembers Mark Wolcott, Sally Swanson 
 
Not Present: Councilmembers Lloyd Vetter, Garrett Boulineau 
 
Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Chisago County Press Matt Silver, Scott Anderson, Deb 
Johnson, Mark Beumann, Jason Sweno, Dan Twohy, Nic Kirvida, Luke Anderson, Chris DuBose, Joe 
Anderson, Carol Corey 
 
Consent Agenda: June Agenda, Regular Council Meeting Minutes May, Special Meeting Minutes May, 
Work Session Meeting Minutes May, Emergency Meeting Minutes May, Planning Commission Minutes 
May, and May Claims. Wolcott requested wording changes to the minutes and an agenda addition of 
water meters for the clerk/treasurer. Motion made by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to approve the 
consent agenda with noted changes. Ayes-3, Nays-0. Motion carried.  
  
OPEN FORUM: Open at 7:06 
 
Deb Johnson addressed the Council with additional concerns about Hursh Ironworks' expansion of gravel 
surfaces. She has contacted the MPCA regarding possible stormwater runoff. She is also concerned with 
dust particles carried by the wind.  
 
The open forum closed at 7:08 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Hursh Iron Works: Nothing new to report. The City Attorney is currently reviewing.  
2. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail): Behnke stated that she received an email shortly 

before the meeting with notification that the trail bidding has been pushed back 4 months for an 
environmental review.  

3. Bayview Raingarden: An email was received today from Sara Kaminski at Chisago County 
HRA/EDA stating that their board also approved Gervais Contracting, but is requiring Center 
City to enter into the contract directly with Gervais and cover any additional expenses, and to 
assume full responsibility for completion. Council briefly discussed this and tabled any further 
action.  
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Nordic Harbor Lease Agreement: Councilmembers reviewed the lease agreement. Motion to 
approve the agreement made by Swanson and seconded by Wolcott. Ayes-3, Nays-0. Motion 
carried.  

2. Nordic Harbor Market Charitable Gambling: Dan Twohy from the Center City Fire Relief 
Association presented the Council with an application for charitable gambling at the Nordic 



 

 

Harbor Market located at 518 Grand Avenue. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to 
approve the application for charitable gambling at Nordic Harbor Market by the Center City Fire 
Relief Association. Ayes-3, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

3. Liquor License Transfer: Tony’s Bar and Grill, On-sale, Sunday, and 2 am: Tony’s Bar & 
Grill recently changed ownership and is requesting to transfer the liquor license for on-sale and 
Sunday, and for Council approval to be open until 2 am. The new investor with Tony Dehn is 
Summit Investments LLC. Motion to approve the transfer and add the 2 am at Tony’s Bar and 
Grill made by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson. Ayes-3, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

4. Resolution 2026-06-02: A RESOLUTION GRANTING A VARIANCE OF FORTY-TWO AND A HALF 
FEET (42.5) TO REDUCE THE REAR YARD SETBACK FOR A RIPARIAN LOT (SETBACK TO THE 
ORDINARY HIGH WATER (OHW) OF SOUTH CENTER LAKE) FROM THE REQUIRED FIFTY FEET 
(50’) TO A SETBACK OF SEVENAND A HALF FEET (7.5’), A VARIANCE TO EXCEED THE 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE COVERAGE OF 25% IN THE SHORELAND OVERLAY DISTRICT BY 17.5% 
FOR A TOTAL COVERAGE OF 42.5%, AND VARIANCES TO REDUCE THE SIDE YARD SETBACKS 
FROM TEN FEET (10’) TO FIVE FEET (5’) TO ALLOW FOR THE NEW CONSTRUCTION OF A 
SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING AND DETACHED GARAGE IN THE R-2 SUBURBAN SINGLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT. (THE PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT 521 CRESCENT ROAD)  
Council reviewed the staff report and the recommendation made by the Planning Commission. 
The next-door neighbors who attended the PC meeting also support the variances. Motion by 
Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to approve Resolution 2026-06-02. Ayes-3, Nays-0. Motion 
carried.  

5. Flower Stipend 2026: Motion by Swanson and seconded by Wolcott to give one month’s council 
pay to the City for the flowers from members present. Absent members will be asked upon return. 
Ayes-3, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

 
STAFF REPORTS: 
 

1. Public Works: Monthly Report: Reviewed with no additional information requested.  
2. Clerk/Treasurer:  

A. Election Judge Pay: Clerk Miron presented Council with data showing what surrounding 
cities and townships are paying election judges, requesting an increase to $13/hour for judges 
and $15/hour for the head judge. Motion by Swanson and seconded by Wolcott to approve the 
increase in compensation for election judges. Ayes-3, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

B. Water Meters: Resident requests have been made to add a deduct meter for water used for 
irrigation and not entering the wastewater system. Motion to allow residents to add the meter 
and radio head at the owner's expense made by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson. Ayes-3, 
Nays-0. Motion carried.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

1. Fire Department: Temp Liquor License Center City Days. Joe Anderson stated that the 
temporary permit request is for July 24-26th at 335 Burns Ave. Motion by Wolcott and seconded 
by Swanson to approve the temporary liquor permit. Ayes-3, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

2. Personnel: Nothing at this time.  
3. Planning Commission: Minutes were included in the packet.  
4. Ordinance Committee: Meeting to be scheduled.  
5. Budget Committee: Grand Ave and Schultze Ave are the highest road priorities at this time.  
6. HPC: Members have yet to register for the conference. Scholarship has been approved for 2 

attendees.  



 

 

7. Parks: Met and discussed SIRT peace pole and bike rack design. Unruly Acres will be making 
these and is working on the design of either a canoe or a fish in a Dala print. The committee is 
looking into a mural design and potential costs. Behnke has received notification from 
Empowering Minnesota Small Communities for a grant of $8000. These funds will be used for 
the mural.  

8. Library: Nothing at this time.  
9. Highway 8: Meeting June 9th at Lindstrom Community Center from 5-7 pm.  
10. EDA: Nothing at this time.  
11. Visitor’s Bureau: Nothing at this time.  
12. Chisago County Collaborative Initiative: Nothing at this time.  

 
MOTION by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 pm.       
Ayes-3, Nays-0. Motion carried.   

 
Attest:  
 
 
 
 
_____________________________  ______________________________________ 
       Dana Miron, City Clerk          Jill Behnke, Mayor 


