Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council
June 3, 2025

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Council Members Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter,
Garrett Boulineau, Sally Swanson

Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Mark Baumann, Chris DuBose, Scott Anderson, Tony Dehn,
Travis Greene, Barry Moe, Nathan and Sarah Malchow, Pastor Brian King, Chris Schneider.

Consent Agenda: June Agenda, May Minutes Regular Council, May Minutes Planning Commission
Meeting, May Minutes Parks Meeting, May Claims. Behnke requested additions to Old Business of 227
Lake Street and Retaining wall at city hall. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to approve
additions to old business and approve consent agenda. Ayes-5, Nays-0 Motion carried.

OPEN FORUM: (No public comments) Closed at 7:04

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Hursh Iron Works: Swanson updated Council with information she gathered. She spoke with
both the Taylors Falls Clerk and Zoning Administrator. Hursh has a development agreement that
states that they need to be “substantially complete” with construction by 4-6-2026. If Hursh does
not submit a construction plan the City of Taylors Falls soon, they will not make this deadline.
Suggestion is to consider an end date of operation in Center City.

2. 117 Busch Ave: The demolition and backfill on the property has been completed. Motion by
Vetter and seconded by Swanson to pay invoice of $12,530 to Perry Excavation. Ayes-5, Nays-0.
Motion carried. Motion by Vetter and seconded by Wolcott to submit assessment to Chisago
County on property taxes as per the signed agreement with land owners. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion
carried.

3. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail): Behnke stated that the planning commission met
and discussed the potential land swap that will be needed for the trail. Swanson stated that she has
researched what needs to be done and steps that need to be taken. There are seven parcels in that
area that could be platted to simplify. Title commitment costs are estimated at $500 each. The
properties would also need surveying done. Council members questioned the need for platting due
to cost, but because the trailhead covers more than the swap parcels it should be considered.
Swanson spoke to Chisago County and they are willing to work only with the 2 parcels needed for
the land swap. Chisago County is requesting a memo of understanding prior to any work going
forward. Concerns arose from council members about cost burden to the City. Concerns from
business owners on the route of the trail and loss of parking also noted. Questions yet to be
answered include Legacy Grant approval, possible funds available from the grant towards the
project within the city, estimated cost to the city as well as available parking for businesses.



4. 227 Lake Street Driveway: Attorney Ted Alliegro drafted an Encroachment Agreement between
the City and property owner Steve Nelson. Council reviewed. Motion by Wolcott and seconded
by Vetter to approve the encroachment agreement. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

5. Retaining Wall at City Hall: Council reviewed 2 quotes on repair of the retaining wall. As there
is a very significant difference in the quotes, council requested additional quotes be obtained.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Chisago Lakes Lutheran Church Services: Pastor Brian King presented Council with “Summer
Wow Worship” event(s) that he proposed being held on North Center Lake from the shore near
the DNR fishing pier. Speakers would be pointed towards the lake, service from 10:30 to
approximately 11:15 a.m. Motion to allow “Worship On the Water” by Chisago Lakes Lutheran
Church at or near the pier made by Swanson and seconded by Vetter. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion
carried.

2. Tony’s Event Permit: Tony Dehn applied for an event permit to have a street dance and outdoor
venders on Summit Ave on June 28", 2025. This will require shutting down the street, Tony
assured the Council that the local businesses have no issue with the event. Band will play from 2-
5 pm, venders from 1-7 will be charged $25 and this will be contributed to the Center City Days
fund. Alcohol will be served; proper barricades will be in place as well as volunteers requiring
proper identification to acquire a wristband needed to purchase adult beverages. Motion by Vetter
and seconded by Wolcott to approve the event permit. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

3. City Flowers/Stipend: City flowers have been purchased; flower baskets hung, canoes and pots
planted. Motion by Vetter and seconded by Wolcott to contribute the meetings council pay
towards city flowers. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS:

1. Public Works:
2. Clerk/Treasurer:

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Fire Department: Center City Days Temporary Liquor License Application. Chief Greene
submitted an application for approval to serve liquor during the Center City Days events. Motion
by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to approve the application and send to the state. Ayes-5,
Nays-0. Motion carried.

2. Personnel: Mike Kriz has completed his first 6 months and standard review process. Motion by

Vetter and seconded by Boulineau to remove him from probation and give a $1 per hour raise.

Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

Planning Commission: Met and minutes included in consent agenda.

Ordinance Committee: Nothing at this time.

Budget Committee: The audit has been completed and no issues.

HPC: Nothing at this time.

Parks: Jerry Carlson has been out for minor repairs on the elf house. There is a grant application

available through Chisago County for park improvement which will be submitted.

Library: Vetter stated that mulching on the property has been done as well as tree trimming.

9. Sewer Board: Vetter shared that the main lift work is complete.
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10. Highway 8: There was an in-person meeting today. Both Behnke and Wolcott attended. Concept
plans were presented and the plan is to get further public input at various events over the summer.
Council would like to request a meeting prior to final planning designs for the project.

11. EDA: Met prior to this meeting.

12. Visitor’s Bureau: The Bureau has decided to separate from the Chamber of Commerce.

MOTION by Vetter and seconded by Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 8:42 pm. Ayes-5, Nays-0.
Motion carried.

Attest:

City Clerk, Dana Miron Mayor, Jill Behnke



