
Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council 
June 4, 2024 

 
 

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Council Members Present: Mayer Jill Behnke, Council Members: Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter, Garrett 
Boulineau 
 
Not Present: Council Member Ryan Pease 
 
Others Present: Public Works Supervisor Eric Garner, City Attorney Ted Alliegro, Chisago County Press Matt 
Silver, Chris DuBose, Garret Franko, Mark Taylor, Phil Dommer, Graham Dommer, Ashley Ersfeld, Tony 
Dehn, Jason Schultz, Mark Baumann 
 
Consent Agenda: June Agenda, Regular Council Meeting Minutes May, PC Minutes May, Special Meeting 
Minutes May, May Claims. Motion by Vetter and seconded by Boulineau to approve the consent agenda.   
Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried. 
 
 
OPEN FORUM: Mayor Behnke opened the forum at 7:03.  
 
 
Garret Franko:  Spoke on the topic of rezoning and potential changes to the property at 516/520 Park Island. He 
stated that he is not in favor of the changes. He does not support the lot split or rezoning.  
 
Mark Taylor:  Introduced himself as a resident with property on Summit Avenue.  
 
Phil Dommer: Stated that he has been to multiple meetings. Meetings seemed to support the applied for requests 
but were then subsequently rejected. He thanked Council for their consideration. He also requested minutes 
from the prior meetings.  
 
Mayor Behnke closed the open forum at 7:07.  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 

1. Old Jail Property: Nothing new at this time. 
2. AT&T: Nothing new at this time.  
3. Hursh Iron Works: Issues still ongoing. Behnke stated that Hursh’s would like to install equipment in 

the hopes of reducing noise pollution.  
4. DNR Fishing Pier: PW Garner stated that he sent the signed agreement and that they requested the 

approved May minutes which he will send to them.  
5. City Property Inventory: PW Garner indicated that inventory has been photographed. Looking for a 

platform for storage. Near completion.  



6. Liquor License: Nordic Market: The State of Minnesota Board of Alcohol and Gambling Enforcement 
required that the owner resubmit separate applications for off-sale and on-sale with separate addresses. 
Motion by Vetter and seconded by Wolcott to approve the application for on-sale with the address 
change to Suite A. Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried. Motion by Vetter and seconded by Wolcott to 
approve the application for off-sale with the address change to Suite B. Motion by Wolcott and 
seconded by Vetter to hold the on-sale Sunday pending further details and qualifications. Ayes-4,   
Nays-0. Motion carried.   

 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
 

1. Event Permits:  
A: Jake’s on the Lake: Application for outdoor events June 22 and July 6. Motion to approve made by 
Vetter and seconded by Wolcott. Aye-4, Nays-0. Motion carried.  
B: Tony’s Bar & Grill: Application for outdoor events June 9 and June 22. Motion to approve made by 
Wolcott and seconded by Vetter. Aye-4, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

2. Xcel Energy Notice: Public meetings regarding 2024-2040 Integrated Resource Plan will be held both 
in-person and virtually. Suggested to post on City website.  

3. Resolution #2024-06-04-A: A RESOLUTION DENYING A REZONING THAT AMENDS THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
OF CENTER CITY BY REZONING A PARCEL OF LAND FROM R-3 MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT WITH A SL 
SHORELAND MANAGEMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT TO R-1 TRANDITIONAL SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 
WITH A SL SHORELAND MANAGEMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT: Brief Council discussion. Motion to adopt the 
Resolution that denies rezoning made by Boulineau and seconded by Wolcott. Ayes-4, Nays-0.      
Motion carried.  

4. Resolution #2024-06-4-B: A RESOLUTION DENYING A VARIANCE OF 7,995 SQUARE FEET (LOT 1) AND 6,362 
SQUARE FEET (LOT 2) TO REDUCE THE MINIMUM LOT SIZE OF PROPERTY IN THE SL SHORELAND MANAGEMENT 
OVERLAY DISTRICT FROM THE REQUIRED 15,000 SQUARE FEET TO 7,005 SQUARE FEET (LOT 1) AND 8638 SQUARE 
FEET (LOT 2); DENIAL OF A VARIANCE OF 35.7 FEET (LOT1) TO REDUCE THE MINIMUM LOT WIDTH OF PROPERTY IN 
THE SL SHORELAND MANAGEMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT FROM THE REQUIRED 75 FEET TO 39.3 FEET; DENIAL OF A 
VARIANCE OF 9.5% (LOT 1) AND 3.71% (LOT 2) TO EXCEED THE IMPERVIOUS SURFACE COVERAGE REQUIREMENT FOR 
THE PROPERTY IN THE SL SHORELAND MANAGEMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT FROM THE REQUIRED 25% FOR A TOTAL 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE COVERAGE OF 34.5% (LOT 1) AND 28.71% (LOT 2); DENIAL OF A VARIANCE OF 1.5 FEET (LOT 1) 
TO REDUCE THE SIDE YARD SETBACK OF PROPERTY ZONED R-1 TRADITIONAL SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
DISTRICT FROM THE REQUIRED 5 FEET TO 3.5 FEET; AND DENIAL OF A VARIANCE OF 3.8 FEET (LOT 1) AND 37.1 FEET 
(LOT 2) TO REDUCE THE ORDINARY HIGH WATER (OHW) SETBACK OR SETBACK TO THE LAKE OF PROPERTY IN THE 
SL SHORELAND MANAGEMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT FROM THE 50 FEET TO 46.2 FEET (LOT 1) AND 12.9 FEET (LOT 2). 
Brief Council discussion. Motion to adopt the Resolution that denies variance requests for property at 
516/520 Park Island made by Boulineau and seconded by Wolcott. Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

5. Resolution #2024-06-04-C: A RESOLUTION DENYING A PRELIMINARY PLAT KNOWN AS PARK ISLAND POINT 
Motion to adopt the Resolution that denies a preliminary plat known as Park Island Point made by 
Wolcott and seconded by Boulineau. Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

6. Resolution #2024-06-04-D: A RESOLUTION DENYING A FINAL PLAT KNOWN AS PARK ISLAND POINT: Motion to 
adopt the Resolution that denies a final plat know as Park Island Point made by Wolcott and seconded 
by Vetter. Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

7. Proclamation FASDay (Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders): September 9, 2024. Brief summary 
provided by Behnke. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to approve the Proclamation. Ayes-4, 
Nays-0. Motion carried.  

8. Resolution #2024-06-04-E: A RESOLUTION GOVERNING WRITE-IN VOTE COUNTING: Brief discussion by 
Council. Motion to adopt the Resolution governing write-in vote counting made by Vetter and seconded 
by Boulineau. Ayes: Behnke, Vetter, Boulineau.  Nays: None. Abstained: Wolcott. Motion carried.  

 



COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

1. Fire Department: Nothing at this time 
2. Public Works: PW Garner said that the docks have been installed on North Center Lake. He also said 

that Bolton & Menk are working on a survey that will be sent out to all residents to determine which 
properties may be in need of service line replacement piping.  
A: SealTech: PW Garner stated that not many companies are willing to do smaller city projects, he has a 
quote from available company named SealTech. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to approve 
the repairs at $8,685. Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried.  
B: Radio heads: PW Garner summarized that there are less than 20 left in stock. There are some on 
order but at the rate of failure more will be needed and with long wait on order fulfillment more should 
be on order. Motion by Vetter and seconded by Boulineau to order an additional 50 radio heads. Ayes-4, 
Nays-0. Motion carried.   

3. Clerk/Treasurer: Clerk Miron said that the new City website has launched. All info from the previous 
site was transferred but corrections and updated pictures are yet to be uploaded to the new site.  

4. Personnel: Nothing new at this time.  
5. Planning Commission: Minutes approved with consent agenda.  
6. Wellhead Protection: PW Garner said that forms/information have been received and could be shared 

with residents on the City website.  
7. Ordinance Committee: Meeting scheduled for June 26th at 9 am 
8. Budget Committee: Wolcott stated that there is a meeting set with Hazelden regarding the fire contract.  

A: Chisago County Sheriff’s Department: A letter from the Sheriff’s Department was received with a 
slight increase to contracted services. This will be noted at the Budget meeting.  

9. HPC: Meeting June 18th  
10. Parks: Behnke stated that the Lake Improvement District (LID) may be interested in purchasing the 

green dock for $1000.  
11. Library: Vetter said that the library has decided to purchase a new barn quilt for $75. There is a tree 

that needs removal and mulch needed, perhaps this fall.  
12. Sewer Board: Ben from the LID has information/concern about the phragmite’s in local waters.  
13. Highway 8: Meeting June 24th.  
14. EDA: Met prior to Council meeting.   
15. Visitor’s Bureau: Meeting June 25th.  
16. Beyond the Yellow Ribbon: Nothing at this time.  

 
MOTION by Vetter and seconded by Wolcott to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 pm. Ayes-4, Nays-0.   
Motion carried.  
 
Attest  
 
 
 
__________________________________  ______________________________________ 
City Clerk, Dana Miron    Mayor, Jill Behnke 
  


