
Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council 
July 2, 2024 

 
 

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Council Members Present: Mayer Jill Behnke, Council Members: Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter, Ryan Pease, 
Garrett Boulineau 
 
Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Public Works Supervisor Eric Garner, City Attorney Ted Alliegro, 
Chisago County Press Matt Silver, CCFD Chief Travis Greene, Chisago County Joe Tart, Chisago County Kurt 
Schnieder, Chisago County Rick Greene, Eldon Karwand, Lynn Karwand, Kevin Kirvida, Fred Hanauer, Nick 
Pratt, Chris DuBose, Garret Franko, Tony Dehn, Mark Baumann, Jason Sweno, Scott Anderson 
 
Consent Agenda: July Agenda, Regular Council Meeting Minutes June, EDA Meeting Minutes June, 
Emergency Meeting Minutes June, June Claims. Motion by Pease and seconded by Wolcott to approve the 
consent agenda.  Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried. 
 
OPEN FORUM: Mayor Behnke opened the forum at 7:02.  
 
Lynn Karwand: Request for consideration with events in regards to noise level and time frame.  
Mayor Behnke: Events bring people into the City, consideration may be given in regards to future events. 
 
Mayor Behnke closed the open forum at 7:04.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Old Jail Property: Nothing new at this time. 
2. AT&T: Nothing new at this time.  
3. Hursh Iron Works: Nothing new at this time.  
4. DNR Fishing Pier: Behnke stated that she has signed the agreement for the pier.  
5. City Property Inventory: PW Garner stated he still needs a platform for storage.  
6. Liquor License: Nordic Market: Nic Kirvida has met all requirements. The State of Minnesota Board of 

Alcohol and Gambling Enforcement approved the licensure late last week.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Election Judges: 2024 Appointees: Scott Anderson, Elizabeth Buchholz, Roy Buchholz, Chris DuBose, 
Joni Zine (head judge), Timothy Clark, Norma Anderson, Mary Beeksma, Christine Kissner. Motion to 
approve and City Clerk may make substitutions as necessary made by Pease and seconded by Boulineau. 
Ayes-5 Nays-0 Motion carried. 

2. Affidavits of Candidacy 2024 will be accepted at City Hall for the position of Mayor and 2 positions 
for Council Members July 30th through August 13th, 2024.   

3. Initiative Foundation 2025: Wolcott stated that this can be discussed at budget committee.  
4. Center City Days Event: Center City Days are scheduled for July 26-28.  
5. CC Fire Relief Association: Temporary Liquor License Application for July 26-28. Motion by Wolcott 

and seconded by Vetter to approve the application for temporary liquor license by the CC Fire Relief 
Association. Ayes-5 Nayes-0. Motion carried.  



6. Chisago County Parks: Swedish Immigrant Trail - Resolution #2024-07-02. Chisago County Kurt 
Schnieder presented with information about the trail and the steps taken to obtain properties between 
Shafer and Center City to complete the trail system. Kurt requested Council approval, letter of support, 
and Resolution 2024-07-02 as show of agreement to explore options with the Center City property(s). 
Chisago County intends to apply for the Legacy grant on or before August 1st, 2024. Extensive 
discussion by Council Members both pros and cons. City attorney Alliegro made the suggestion of word 
changes to the resolution. Comments of support from public attendees were heard. Motion by Behnke to 
approve the resolution with changes as directed by City Attorney Alliegro, seconded by Pease. 
Boulineau – Aye, Pease – Aye, Behnke – Aye, Wolcott – Nay, Vetter – Nay. Motion carried 3-2.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

1. Fire Department: Chief Greene stated that they are doing well with 21 members. Runs to date are 
within normal range.  

2. Public Works:  
A: Water Tower Washing: PW Garner presented 2 quotes for water tower washing. Motion by Pease 
and seconded by Wolcott to accept the quote from KLM for $5200. Ayes-5, Nays-0 Motion carried.  
B: Street Sweeping Analysis: PW Garner supplied Council with data on the street sweeping plan.  

3. Clerk/Treasurer:  
A: Meter Reading: Clerk Miron stated that after reading meters last week that there are currently 50 
radio heads that need replacement. Supplier stated that a partial order should be delivered in late August.  

4. Personnel: Public Works Garner supplied the Council with his resignation letter. Behnke, on behalf of 
Council, thanked Garner for his 11 years of employment with the City.  

5. Planning Commission: No meeting in June 
6. Wellhead Protection: Nothing new at this time.  
7. Ordinance Committee: Nothing new at this time. 
8. Budget Committee: Wolcott stated that Hazelden has signed their fire contract with the city.  
9. HPC: Nothing new at this time.  
10. Parks: Empowering Small Communities Program: Behnke stated that Center City’s application to the 

Empowering Small Minnesota Communities program has been selected for the Tactical Action track to 
move forward and receive UMN support.    

11. Library: Vetter stated that a new barn quilt has been purchased and installed.  
12. Sewer Board: Vetter updated Council on statis of ponds. 
13. Highway 8: Plans are still on hold due to specific endangered species of turtles, bats, and bees in the 

area.  
14. EDA: Nothing new at this time.  
15. Visitor’s Bureau: The bureau has sent out a list of lodging facilities in the County. A letter will need to 

be drafted and sent to those within city limits.  
16. Beyond the Yellow Ribbon: Nothing at this time.  

 
MOTION by Pease and seconded by Wolcott to adjourn the meeting at 8:33 pm. Ayes-5, Nays-0.     
Motion carried.  
 
Attest  
 
 
 
__________________________________  ______________________________________ 
City Clerk, Dana Miron    Mayor, Jill Behnke 
  


