
 

 

Minutes from the Regular Meeting of the Center City Council 
July 7, 2026 

 
Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Councilmembers Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter, Garrett 
Boulineau 
 
Not Present: Councilmember Sally Swanson 
 
Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, City Attorney Ted Alliegro, Chisago County Press Matt Silver, 
Scott Anderson, Deb Johnson, Mark Baumann, Sarah Johnson, Chris DuBose 
 
Consent Agenda: July Agenda, Regular Council Meeting Minutes June, Special Meeting Minutes June 
3, Work Session Meeting Minutes June 22, Parks Committee Minutes June, June Claims. Motion made 
by Vetter and seconded by Boulineau to approve the consent agenda. Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried.  
 
  
OPEN FORUM: Open at 7:03 
 
 
Scott Anderson stated he has continued concern on the streets of Nelson Court and Nelson Lane. Deb 
Johnson thanked Council for reviewing her email sent earlier in the day and requests that they address her 
questions if possible.  
The open forum closed at 7:04 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Hursh Iron Works: The City of Taylors Falls has received all needed City permits, and they are 
under review. Once approved, they can proceed with the building permit application through 
Chisago County. City Attorney Alliegro said that progress will be monitored. If they stall or fail 
to progress, the City will reevaluate. The message we get is that they want to move, and Taylor’s 
Falls wants them there.  

2. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail): No updates at this time. 
3. Bayview Rain Garden: Council reviewed contracts received from Chisago County. There are 

errors in the monetary figures and questions on wording for the financial responsibilities for each 
basin. Edits will need to be made, and discussion will continue with County representation. 
Special meeting set for Thursday, July 16th at 5:30 pm.  
 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Center City Days: Public notice needs to be posted for possible quorum at events. Council will 
need to take care of the community picnic at Water Tower Park. Behnke will need to attend an 
HPC event and will not be present on Friday or most of Saturday.  



 

 

STAFF REPORTS: 
 

1. Public Works: Monthly Report: Reviewed with no additional information requested.  
A. Water Tower Park Maintenance: Two quotes have been submitted to remove and replace the 

timber border and add mulch. Two quotes are yet to be received. Council questioned whether 
public works could do the job to save money, although it would be ongoing as time permits 
rather than done quickly and timely.  

B. Laptop Computer: The City IT business was consulted on a replacement laptop computer for 
Public Works at a cost of $1179 for a Dell. An alternative with the suggested specs for an HP 
is at $620. A short discussion followed on brand and performance, and a suggestion to consult 
PW Jeff Anderson on his needs as well.  

C. Lift Station Note: There was a call out for the lift station on North Main Street. PW Kriz 
included a memo about this and more information will be coming on repairs vs replacement.  

2. Clerk/Treasurer:  
A. Candidate Filing Date Reminder: The filing dates are July 14th through July 28th at 5 pm. 

Councilmembers Boulineau and Vetter’s terms end December 31st, as does Mayor Behnke’s.  
B. Election Judge Appointees: A list of election judges for the Primary and General elections for 

2026 was submitted for approval. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to approve the 
list with Clerk Miron able to make substitutions as necessary. Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried.  

C. Website Address: centerciymn.gov. The City website is scheduled to change to the .gov 
address this week. Emails shall remain unchanged till a later date.  

D. Center City Days: Hassela Greeting. Clerk Miron has been in touch with the President of the 
Hassela Historical Society and has received a nice video greeting from them for the City’s 
175th Anniversary. Chief Greene has been contacted about playing the video at the fire station. 
Miron then asked about getting commemorative buttons made and will look into that further.    

 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

1. Fire Department: Radios. Wolcott gave an update on possibilities for the radios. Chisago County 
offers different options, including a lease-purchase agreement or purchasing the radios with a user 
agreement per radio. Radio frequencies are likely to change in the next few years, and the current 
ones will need to be replaced.  

2. Personnel: Nothing at this time.  
3. Planning Commission: A joint meeting took place with Council and Planning Commission to 

discuss a possible project at 111 North Main (old jail site). The developer has submitted his 
documents, and 3 public hearings are scheduled for the July 20th PC meeting.   

4. Ordinance Committee: Meeting took place in June.  
5. Budget Committee: 2027 Budget. Wolcott stated that a meeting needs to be scheduled. Travis 

Greene should also meet regarding the fire department.  
6. HPC: Behnke will be attending the forum the same weekend as Center City Days, as no HPC 

members have offered to attend.  
7. Parks: Met and discussed trailhead shelters and murals.  
8. Library: Vetter said that 82 people attended story time on June 17th, which was a great turnout.  
9. Sewer Board: Met June 15th, doing well with no large projects underway. Evaluating the office 

position and needs for replacement. Discussion continues on accepting local haulers and options. 
A couple of new connections were requested from properties with failing systems.   

 

https://centerciymn.gov


 

 

10. Highway 8: Meeting taking place this month. 
11. EDA: Nothing at this time.  
12. Visitor’s Bureau: Nothing at this time.  
13. Chisago County Collaborative Initiative: Nothing at this time.  

 
MOTION by Vetter and seconded by Wolcott to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 pm.       
Ayes-4, Nays-0. Motion carried.   

 
Attest:  
 
 
 
 
_____________________________  ______________________________________ 
       Dana Miron, City Clerk          Jill Behnke, Mayor 


