
Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council 
March 6, 2024 

 
 

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Council Members: Mark Wolcott, Garrett Boulineau 
 
Not Present: Council Members: Lloyd Vetter, Ryan Pease 
 
Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Public Works Supervisor Eric Garner, City Attorney Ted Alliegro, 
Chisago County Press Matt Silver, Pam Niemczycki, Leonel Sotelo, Sam Hursh, Joel Hursh, Barry Moe, 
Ashley Ersteld, Tony Dehn, Mark Baumann 
 
Consent Agenda: March Agenda, Regular Council Meeting Minutes February, Special Meeting Minutes 
February, Planning Commission Minutes February, February Claims. Behnke requested an addition to the 
agenda for an event permit. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Boulineau to approve the consent agenda with 
addition to new business: event permit. Ayes-3 Nays-0 Motion carried 3-0  
 
Mayor Behnke opened the Forum at 7:05 
 
OPEN FORUM: Barry Moe addressed Council with questions and concerns regarding potential applications 
for hemp dispensaries in Center City. He would like to see ample time given to residents regarding the subject 
before any action would be taken by the City. Behnke stated that only 5 permits will be available within the 
County and that no one has shown interest so far in Center City. Behnke also assured that open hearing(s) will 
be held as needed and proper notice given in advance.  
 
Behnke closed the Open Forum at 7:12 pm.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Old Jail Demolition: Nothing new at this time.  
2. AT&T: Nothing new at this time.  
3. Hursh Iron Works: Hursh stated that the City of Taylors Falls had voted to approve their relocation to 

Taylors Falls and that they are currently working on the purchase agreement. That will then be reviewed 
by both party’s attorney’s and again voted on by TF Council. As soon as finalized they will start 
construction immediately. Hursh requested water connection to the City without sewer. Alliegro stated 
that he has the application and will look in to whether the City can require connections to both or if just 
water is acceptable.  

4. DNR Fishing Pier: Nothing new at this time.  
5. Local Road Improvement Project (LRIP): Expecting notification in April 
6. Inventory (May) 
7. Center City Website – Updated Quote: Miron presented a new quote from Well-Optimized at $3900, 

with the first year of maintenance and hosting included. Miron is confident that updates and 
maintenance can be done in-house following the first year at a savings to the City. Council inquired 
about any previous contract and any current commitment. Revisit with full Council in April.  

 



 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Local Mitigation Survey: Council discussed and will review. Any input or suggestions need to be 
received before submission on March 15th.  

2. Resolution 2024-03-06-A: A Resolution granting a variance to reduce the required twenty-foot front 
yard setback by ten feet for a total front yard setback of ten feet in order to allow construction of a 
detached single-family dwelling unit: Lot 1, Block 1, Borg’s Bluff: Motion to approve Resolution 2024-
03-06-A made by Boulineau and seconded by Wolcott. Ayes-3 Nays-0 Motion carried.  

3. Resolution 2024-03-06-B: Resolution granting a variance to exceed the maximum impervious coverage 
requirement of twenty-five percent by six and one half percent for a total impervious surface coverage of 
thirty-one percent in order to allow construction of a detached single-family dwelling unit: Lot 1, Block 
1, Borg’s Bluff: Included in the variance are conditions presented by the planning commission to create 
rain gardens to accommodate guttered water run-off from buildings with possible designing by 
Department of Soil and Water Conservation. Motion to approve Resolution 2024-03-06-B by Boulineau 
and seconded by Wolcott. Ayes-3 Nays-0 Motion carried.  

4. Event Permit – Tony’s Bar & Grill: Tony presented the details of the event over St. Patrick’s day 
weekend including a fenced in outdoor beer garden at Tony’s, specials at Pizza Pub and Jakes on the 
Lakes given to participants that purchase a wristband for $5 each. The proceeds from the wristbands will 
be donated to the dock fund. Motion to approve the event permit made by Wolcott and seconded by 
Boulineau. Ayes-3 Nays-0 Motion carried.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
1. Fire Department: Wolcott stated that there is another meeting on 3/14 about the radios.  
2. Public Works:  

A: ArcGIS: Engineer Marcus Johnson and PW Garner presented with a GIS website contract for 
mapping City water and sewer lines, manholes, wells, hydrants, etc. The first year of the website will be 
covered by MDH grant as well as services by Bolton & Menk to do the GPS mapping. Thereafter, the 
City may decide if it wants to continue with the system and pay the annual fees. Motion to proceed with 
the contract for the first year of GIS website made by Wolcott and seconded by Boulineau. Ayes-3 
Nays-0 Motion carried.  

3. Clerk/Treasurer:  
A: Car Fire Invoice: Attorney Alliegro stated that he has started the paperwork.  
B: Water meters/radio heads: A good number of radio heads have been replaced. There are 2 
commercial water meters on order.  

4. Personnel: Troy Granfors was hired for the public works temporary position.  
5. Planning Commission: Minutes from meeting in consent agenda. Resolutions in new business were 

recommended and sent to Council.  
6. Wellhead Protection: Nothing at this time 
7. Ordinance Committee: Meeting scheduled for March 28.  
8. Budget Committee:  

A: Fire Contracts: Wolcott attended meetings at both Franconia Township and Chisago Lakes 
Township. No meeting with Hazelden so far.  
B: Armer Radio’s: Meeting 3/14 

9. HPC: Nothing at this time 
10. Parks: Zoom meeting on Friday with National Park Service 
11. Library: Nothing at this time 



12. Sewer Board: Boulineau attended the meeting. Main lift station/rehabilitation is doing well, they are in 
the plan/review stage.  Will be getting updated at the March 18th meeting. Draft investment policy will 
be going to old business for adoption next month. Pump one needs a new check valve, another pump 
needs works also.   

13. Highway 8: Nothing new at this time 
14. EDA: Nothing at this time.  
15. Visitor’s Bureau: Nothing new at this time 
16. Beyond the Yellow Ribbon: Nothing at this time.  

 
MOTION by Wolcott and seconded by Boulineau to adjourn the meeting at 7:57 pm.  Ayes-3 Nays-0 
Motion carried 3-0 
 
Attest  
 
 
 
__________________________________  ______________________________________ 
City Clerk, Dana Miron    Mayor, Jill Behnke 
  


