
Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council 
April 2, 2024 

 
 

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Council Members Present: Mayer Jill Behnke (remote), Council Members: Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter, Ryan 
Pease, Garrett Boulineau 
 
Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Public Works Supervisor Eric Garner, City Attorney Ted Alliegro, 
City Engineer Marcus Johnson, Chisago County Press Matt Silver, Sam Hursh, Joel Hursh, Barry Moe, Mark 
Baumann, Rick Greene, Scott Anderson, Nic Kirvida, Kevin Kirvida 
 
Consent Agenda: April Agenda, Regular Council Meeting Minutes March, Planning Commission Minutes 
March, March Claims. Council Wolcott would like to question CCFD on expenses related to clothing. No 
CCFD present at meeting. Motion by Pease and seconded by Vetter to approve the consent agenda.    
Boulineau-aye, Pease-aye, Wolcott-aye, Vetter-aye, Behnke-aye. Motion carried 5-0  
 
Mayor Behnke opened the Forum at 7:02 pm. 
 
OPEN FORUM:  
 
Behnke closed the Open Forum at 7:03 pm.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Old Jail Demolition: Council discussion about the site on future zoning and Chisago County sale of the 
property. Motion to request Chisago County to sell the site as one parcel, agreed to rezone to 
commercial or residential to assist in the sale of the property made by Vetter and seconded by Pease. 
Garrett-aye, Pease-aye, Wolcott-aye, Vetter-aye, Behnke-aye. Motion carried 5-0 

2. AT&T: PW Garner stated that they have been in touch by email. They have not, however, submitted the 
escrow funds. They are aware of this and once the funds are received the City Engineer can begin his 
review and submit his findings on the project.  

3. Hursh Iron Works: PW Garner met with Olson Sewer and representative of Hursh Iron Works at the 
location where connections would need to be made. Options were discussed. Attorney Alliegro stated 
that by City ordinance they may be allowed to hook up to water but are required to have an acceptable 
septic system plan approved by the City and Chisago County. Hursh Iron Works will need to re-apply 
for a permit with all necessary documents, requirements, and fees.   

4. DNR Fishing Pier: Nothing new at this time.  
5. Local Road Improvement Project (LRIP): Behnke stated that a denial notice has been received. 

Engineer Marcus Johnson stated that many of the approved projects were much larger than what the City 
of Center City had submitted.  

6. Inventory (May): PW Garner stated that he has started to log serial numbers and photos of shop items.  
7. Center City Website Update: Discussion on current site and obligations. As there isn’t any obligation 

to continue with the current designer, another option may be obtained. Motion by Vetter and seconded 
by Wolcott to hire Well Optimized Web for website design and hosting services. Boulineau-aye,    
Pease-aye, Wolcott-aye, Vetter-aye, Behnke-aye. Motion carried 5-0 



 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Ordinance #2024-04-02-A: Text Amendment Storage Containers: Behnke requested that this subject be 
tabled while further information is collected and submitted. Motion to table it until May made by 
Wolcott and seconded by Pease. Boulineau-aye, Pease-aye, Wolcott-aye, Vetter-aye, Behnke-aye. 
Motion carried.  

2. Ordinance #2024-04-02-B: Text Amendment Off Sale Liquor B-1 District: Motion by Wolcott and 
seconded by Boulineau to approve the text amendment for off sale liquor in the B-1 district.    
Boulineau-aye, Pease-aye, Wolcott-aye, Vetter-aye, Behnke-aye. Motion carried 5-0 

3. Resolution #2024-04-02-C: Nordic Harbor Site Plan Review: Planning Commission recommends 
approval with parking lot plans that are approved by City Planner and City Engineer. Nic gave details on 
his current plan. Motion by Pease and seconded by Wolcott to approve with the revised parking 
requirements discussed. Boulineau-aye, Pease-aye, Wolcott-aye, Vetter-aye, Behnke-aye. Motion 
carried 5-0 

4. Chisago County Communications System User Agreement: Rick Greene described the radio contract 
and how the fees will be increasing over the next couple of years. This is due to changes and costs of 
upgrades chosen by the State. Motion to approve the contract made by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter. 
Boulineau-aye, Pease-aye, Wolcott-aye, Vetter-aye, Behnke-aye. Motion carried 5-0 
 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
1. Fire Department: Nothing at this time 
2. Public Works:  

A: Street Sweeping: PW Garner requested that this be tabled due to possible options available working 
with Water and Soil Conservation which he is awaiting details on.  
B: PW Seasonal Employee: PW Garner stated that Katie would like to return this year and requested 
that she be able to start May 1st rather than May 15th due to the early spring weather that we are having. 
Motion by Pease and seconded by Vetter to have part time seasonal worker Katie return May 1st weather 
permitting. Boulineau-aye, Pease-aye, Wolcott-aye, Vetter-aye, Behnke-aye. Motion carried 5-0 Motion 
to give part time seasonal employee a $1/hour increase in wage made by Wolcott and seconded by 
Pease. Boulineau-aye, Pease-aye, Wolcott-aye, Vetter-aye, Behnke-aye. Motion carried 5-0 
C: Clothing/Boot Reimbursement: PW Garner requested reimbursement for boots purchased at $129.99, 
according to current policy they qualify for reimbursement with Council approval. Motion to approve 
made by Pease and seconded by Vetter. Boulineau-aye, Pease-aye, Wolcott-aye, Vetter-aye, Behnke-
aye. Motion carried 5-0 

3. Clerk/Treasurer:  
A: Car Fire Invoice: Clerk Miron stated that the invoice has been paid and no further action is required.  
B: Clerk Conference: Clerk Miron requested approval to attend the IIMC Clerk’s Conference in 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada. All expenses for travel, hotel, and registration will be reimbursed by the 
MCFOA/IIMC. Motion to approve made by Behnke and seconded by Pease. Boulineau-aye, Pease-aye, 
Wolcott-aye, Vetter-aye, Behnke-aye. Motion carried 5-0 
B: Water meters/radio heads: Clerk Miron and PW Garner stated that meters were read April 1st and 
there is an additional 28 no-reads. Still waiting on radio heads that have been on order. The 2 
commercial meters on order have been delivered and will be installed soon at Smith Metals and Lake 
Shops, LLC.  

4. Personnel: Nothing at this time 



5. Planning Commission: Resolution and Ordinances under new business 
6. Wellhead Protection: Nothing at this time 
7. Ordinance Committee: Meeting took place, nothing to add at this time. 
8. Budget Committee:  

A: Fire Contracts: Wolcott stated we are waiting on a response from Franconia and Chisago Lakes 
townships. No meeting set up with Hazelden yet.  
B: Armer Radio’s: Wolcott stated that funds need to begin being set aside for new radio’s 

9. HPC: Nothing at this time 
10. Parks: Will meet again in May 
11. Library: Nothing at this time 
12. Sewer Board: Boulineau attended the meeting. He stated that pump 2 lift 9 is currently operational but 

several components are in need of repairs costing approximately $30,000. The repairs were in the budget 
for next year but has been moved up to this year to get that fixed. Earned interest will now be put back 
in to the budget rather than being dispersed to the cities.  

13. Highway 8: Nothing new at this time 
14. EDA: Nothing at this time.  
15. Visitor’s Bureau: Nothing new at this time 
16. Beyond the Yellow Ribbon: Nothing at this time.  

 
MOTION by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 pm. Boulineau-aye, Pease-
aye, Wolcott-aye, Vetter-aye, Behnke-aye. Motion carried Motion carried 5-0 
 
Attest  
 
 
 
__________________________________  ______________________________________ 
City Clerk, Dana Miron    Mayor, Jill Behnke 
  


