
Minutes from the Regular Meeting of the Center City Council 
August 4, 2026 

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Councilmembers Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter, Garrett 
Boulineau, Sally Swanson 

Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, City Attorney Ted Alliegro, City Planner Holly Kreft via 
Zoom, PW Jeff Anderson, Chisago County Press Matt Silver, Don Skelly, Chisago County HRA/EDA 
Nancy Hoffman and Sara Kaminski. Additional attendees: see attached sign-in sheet. 

Consent Agenda: August Agenda, Regular Council Meeting Minutes July, Special Meeting Minutes 
July 16, July Claims. Motion made by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to approve the consent agenda. 
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

OPEN FORUM: Open at 7:04 with Behnke noting that speakers are to state their name and address and 
that they are allowed 3 minutes to speak. 

M Hinners, 136 N Main: Read his statement to Council in opposition to granting variances and the 
platting request at 111 N Main Street. 

K Nordstrom, 140 N Main: Presented with a petition to deny the request for variances and approval of the 
preliminary plat at 111 N Main Street. Behnke stated that all Councilmembers have received a copy of 
the petition. Nordstrom continued with highlights of the petition, including zoning regulations and 
neighborhood characteristics. 

S Nelson, 227 N Lake St: Stated that he agrees with prior speakers. Concerned about traffic and 
appearance. 

P Neimczycki, 129 N Main: Stated that she subdivided a number of years ago and had requirements that 
she had to meet. She agrees with prior speakers and is against granting variances and a preliminary plat. 

Hanauer, 124 N Main: Regarding the North Center Lake Villas, he states that he is opposed to granting 
variances. He also states that existing nonconforming structures on N Main Street should not be factored 
into the decision made as considered by the Planning Commission at their meeting. 

M Dodge, 204 Summit: Stated that she worked on the City setback requirements in past years and 
focused on line of sight to North Center Lake from properties east of new construction. She expressed 
concern for neighbors in that area. 

N Duncan, 160 Busch: Stated that he is opposed to 4 buildings on the lot and is concerned about the 
conformity and beauty of the city. He agrees with those opposing the variances. 



S Johnson, 112 N Main: Stated that she would like to have new neighbors but expressed concerns with 
future parking available, as there is so little existing now. Also concerned about the compact look of that 
many houses on that property. 

K Stendahl, 324 N Main: Stated that she is also concerned about the look of the community and style of 
new buildings. 

M Linn, 129 Busch: Stated that he is opposed to cutting comers and allowing nonconformities in the 
neighborhood. 

D Johnson, 31390 Oasis: Hursh Ironworks. Requests that the City create a timeline, set milestones for 
progress, and when the City could resume enforcement of ordinance violations. 

Open Forum Closed at 7:26 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Hursh Iron Works: Hursh has submitted a building permit application to Chisago County that 
has also been approved by Taylor's Falls Zoning Department. Due to staffing shortages, the 
turnaround time is estimated at 3-5 weeks. 

2. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail): The County was required to purchase additional 
wetlands and will now be moving forward. 

3. Bayview Rain Garden 
A. Project Contract: Council reviewed; Behnke noted corrections that need to be made in either a 

name change or spelling. 
B. Chisago County/Center City Agreement: Council reviewed; Swanson noted that payment and 

start date need to be included. 
Motion by Vetter to accept both the Project Contract and Joint Agreement subject to the discussed 
changes, seconded by Swanson. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Ordinance 2026-08-04-A: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF 

CENTER CITY BY REZONING TWO PARCELS OF LAND FROM POS PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 

DISTRICT WITH A SL SHORELAND MANAGEMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT TO R-1 TRADITIONAL 

SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT WITH A SL SHORE LAND MANAGEMENT OVERLAY 

DISTRICT. This is a zoning change request for 111 N Main Street. 

Swanson began by thanking all who spoke on the subject. She went on to say that many things are 

taken into consideration when making a decision. Thinking about the entire town, the law, the 
reason that variances are in the code, and that not every situation fits every location, especially 
when the whole town is based on a lake. Many variances have been given for setbacks and 

impervious surface because it's unique, and many are on the lake with owners wanting to update 
or improve the property. In reference to the 2009 Comp Plan, this property should be commercial. 
There is commercial on one side and residential on the other. So what needs to be considered is 
what is best for the City. Commercial may be worse for traffic if you consider a bar or restaurant. 
This property has been sitting a long time with no interest in it, and it will be a difficult property 



to develop. Changing the zoning has been discussed over the past couple of years to get it on the 
tax rolls so it is a benefit to the City. The decision was made to rezone it when the time comes, 
and there is an offer on the property. Now that time has come, and the request is to rezone to R-1. 

It also could've been zoned for multi-family housing with an apartment building, and the traffic 
would be much worse and not fit the aesthetics at all. Swanson stated that, with all considerations, 
she is in favor of R-1 zoning. 

Vetter stated that R-1 is a good fit for that property. He does not see a business going in there. 

Wolcott stated he would like to see more commercial property in the City. Commercial property 

is low overall in the County. He then asked about any DNR comments. Kreft replied that the 
DNR was notified of the public hearing as well as the date it would be before City Council. No 
comment has been received to date. Behnke stated that several notifications have been sent on 
other properties and the DNR has not had any comments; it is not uncommon. Wolcott stated that 

the options are to approve, deny, or table the issue. He asked about waiting and hearing additional 
comments. 

City Attorney Alliegro noted for everyone that he owns a building next to this property and 
therefore whatever comments he makes will be limited to what city ordinances require or don't 
require. 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2026-08-04-A Amending the official zoning map made by 
Swanson and seconded by Boulineau. Ayes: Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke, Vetter. Nays: Wolcott 
Motion carried 4-1. 

2. Resolution 2026-08-04-B: RESOLUTION GRANTING APPROVAL OF A VARIANCE OF 5,764 

SQUARE FEET (LOT 1), 5,816 SQUARE FEET (LOT 2), 5,770 SQUARE FEET (LOT 3) AND 3,180 SQUARE 

FEET (LOT 4) TO REDUCE THE MINIMUM LOT SIZE OF THE PROPERTY IN THE SL SHORELAND 
MANAGEMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT FROM THE REQUIRED 15,000 SQUARE FEET TO 9,236 

SQUARE FEET (LOT 1) 9,184 SQUARE FEET (LOT 2), 9,230 SQUARE FEET (LOT 3), AND 11,820 
SQUARE FEET (LOT 4); A VARIANCE OF 22.18 FEET (LOT 1, 20 FEET (LOT 2), AND 5 FEET (LOT 3) 

TO REDUCE THE MINIMUM LOT WIDTH OF PROPERTY IN THE SL SHORELAND MANAGEMENT 

OVERLAY DISTRICT FROM THE REQUIRED 75 FEET TO 52.82 FEET (LOT 1), 55 FEET (LOT 2), AND 
70 FEET (LOT 3); A VARIANCE OF 4.84% (LOT 1), 5.01% (LOT 2), 3.6% (LOT 3) TO EXCEED THE LOT 

COVERAGE REQUIREMENT FOR PROPERTY IN THE SL SHORELAND MANAGEMENT OVERLAY 

DISTRICT FROM THE REQUIRED 25% FOR TOTAL LOT COVERAGE OF 29.84% (LOT 1) 30.01 % (LOT 

2), AND 28.6% (LOT 3); A VARIANCE OF 4.5 FEET (LOT 2) AND 4.1 FEET (LOT 4) TO REDUCE THE 

REQUIRED 30 FOOT SETBACK FROM THE TOP OF BLUFF IN THE SL SHORELAND MANAGEMENT 

OVERLAY DISTRICT TO 25.5 FEET (LOT 2) AND 25.9 FEET (LOT 4); A VARIANCE OF 5 FEET (LOTS 

1, 2, 3, AND 4) TO REDUCE THE FRONT YARD SETBACK OF PROPERTY ZONED R-1 TRADITIONAL 
SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT FROM THE REQUIRED 20 FEET TO 15 FEET. 

Motion to approve Resolution 2026-08-04-B made by Swanson. 
Wolcott requests to table for 30 days. 
Second to Swanson's motion to approve made by Boulineau. 
Ayes: Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke. Nays: Wolcott, Vetter. Motion carried 3-2. 

3. Resolution 2026-08-04-C: RESOLUTION GRANTING APPROVAL OF A PRELIMINARY PLAT 

KNOWN AS NORTH CENTER LAKE VILLAS 



Motion made by Swanson to approve Resolution 2026-08-04-C approving a Preliminary Plat 
known as North Center Lake Villas with the conditions placed on it by the Planning Commission. 
Seconded by Boulineau. Ayes: Boulineau, Swanson, Behnke. Nays: Wolcott, Vetter. Motion 
carried 3-2. 

STAFF REPORTS: 

1. Public Works: Monthly Report: Reviewed and briefly discussed. 
• Wolcott asked PW about getting the compost pile burned soon. He then asked about PW 

and the timeline on acquiring a Class D Water License. Anderson responded that he will 
look into a possible bum and that he is not eligible to test until next June. 

• Boulineau asked PW about a street light on Summit that has been out for quite some time. 
Anderson responded that he knows there is one listed on the whiteboard that is loose and 
will talk to Mike Kriz about it. 

• Vetter asked if PW has been exercising Well #2 as requested. Anderson said that the well 
inspector was out in July and that he asked and was told it is fine. Behnke informed him 
that it needs to be run once a month as maintenance to keep it operational except for cold 
winter months. 

A. Water Tower Park: Presented with quotes from 4 contractors. Finish Line Landscaping has the 
most reasonable quote with composite timbers. Council discussed the quotes and the option of 
having PW do some of the work. Motion by Wolcott to have Finish Line do the work with 
composite timbers for $15,674, seconded by Vetter. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

B. Laptop Computer: On hold until after the new year. 
C. Lift Station Update: PW Anderson stated that right now there is a temporary pump installed at 

Lift # 1 on N Main Street and more information will be coming on either pump replacement or 
repairs. 

2. Clerk/Treasurer: 

A. Election Day Reminder and Filings: Primary Elections on August 11• Sally Swanson filed 
for Mayor. Jill Behnke, Lloyd Vetter, and Martin Ziegler filed for Council. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

1. Fire Department: Brief discussion about radio needs and funding. 
2. Personnel: Nothing at this time. 
3. Planning Commission: Meeting minutes were included in the Council packet. 
4. Ordinance Committee: Meeting set for August 19 at 1:00 
5. Budget Committee: Meeting set for August 28 at 1:00 
6. HPC: Behnke attended the Forum 
7. Parks: Nothing at this time. 
8. Library: Nothing at this time. 
9. Sewer Board: Vetter said there was a power failure. No details on cause; a standby generator was 

used. The open clerical position was tabled again. Reed beds have underground sludge valves, 
and one of them needs to be replaced. 

10. Highway 8: Nothing at this time. 
11. EDA: There are a couple of parties interested in lots at the industrial park. 
12. Visitor's Bureau: Nothing at this time. 



13. Chisago County Collaborative Initiative: Rescheduled for September. 

MOTION by Swanson and seconded by Vetter to adjourn the meeting at 8:39 pm. 
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

Attest: 

Dana Miron, City Clerk Jill Behnke, Mayor 




