
Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council 
October 7, 2025 

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Council Members Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter, 
Garrett Boulineau, Sally Swanson 

Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Chisago County Press Matt Silver, Scott Anderson, Susan 
Nikunen, Fire Chief Travis Greene 

Consent Agenda: October Agenda, September Minutes Regular Council, September Minutes Special 
Meeting, September Minutes Planning Commission, September Claims. Motion by Wolcott and 
seconded by Boulineau to approve the consent agenda. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

OPEN FORUM: A Summit Avenue resident expressed concerns about a neighboring city lot that is used 
for snow accumulation when cleaning off the street. Points of concern were the sidewalk, manhole cover, 
boundary lot line, and underground cables. Behnke advised her that it would be investigated. Forum 
closed at 7:13 pm. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Hursh Iron Works: Hursh's has continued to fail to meet requirements for the City of Taylors 
Falls. Continue to monitor for any progress. Possible attendance at the Taylors Falls Planning 
Commission meeting later this month. 

2. 117 Busch Ave. Resolution 2025-10-07-B: A Resolution adopting an assessment to the property 
for the expenses incurred by the City. Motion to approve assessment Resolution 2025-10-07-B 
made by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

3. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail): Behnke stated that she has been in touch with 
Chisago County and that title work is underway. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Resolution 2025-10-07-A: A RESOLUTION GRANTING A VARIANCE TO REDUCE THE SETBACK 
BETWEEN A DETACHED ACCESSORY STRUCTURE OVER 120 SQUARE FEET IN SIZE AND A 
PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE FROM THE REQUIRED 10 FOOT SETBACK BY 2. 7 FEET FOR A TOT AL 
SETBACK OF 7.3 FEET; A VARIANCE TO REDUCE THE SETBACK FOR A DETACHED ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURE TO A SIDE YARD ADJACENT TO STREET FROM THE REQUIRED 20 FEET BY 10 FEET FOR 
A TOTAL SETBACK OF 10 FEET; AND A VARIANCE TO EXCEED THE IMPERVIOUS SURFACE 
COVERAGE FOR A LOT IN THE SL SHORELAND MANAGEMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT FROM THE 
APPROVED 38.6% TO 39.4% TO ALLOW FOR A SAUNA OR DETACHED ACCESSORY STRUCTURE TO 
BE INSTALLED AT 516 GRAND AVE. 

Council reviewed the documents submitted and briefly discussed. Motion by Swanson and 
seconded by Wolcott to approve Resolution 2025-10-07-A approving the variance to reduce the 
setback and increase impervious lot surface. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried. 
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2. Christmas Lighting: Vernon Crane. Behnke stated that the downtown businesses in Center City 
have discussed additional holiday lighting. Vernon Crane submitted a quote of $5100 for 34 
garland strands, 34 mini-LED lights, a timer, and 18 hours of labor. Council briefly discussed 
with no interest in moving forward at this time. 

STAFF REPORTS: 

1. Public Works: 
A. Cell Phone/On-Call: Public Works Supervisor submitted information regarding 

compensation rates of nearby cities. Council would like the Personnel Committee to meet 
with Public Works staff. 

2. Clerk/Treasurer: 
A. Zoning Violation Update: Most violations have been corrected. Ongoing progress noted at 

117 Busch A venue. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

1. Fire Department: Fire Chief Travis Greene updated Council on member numbers, noting that 2 
new members are third-generation firefighters. Greene continued on to request approval of the use 
of funds to replace the command vehicle. There are currently a couple of vehicles available in the 
Twin Cities that are already equipped with the necessary lights required. Motion to approve up to 
$15,000 to be spent on command vehicle replacement made by Swanson and seconded by 
Wolcott. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

2. Personnel: Nothing at this time. 
3. Planning Commission: Nothing at this time. 
4. Ordinance Committee: Nothing at this time. 
5. Budget Committee: Meeting this month. 
6. HPC: Nothing at this time. 
7. Parks: Nothing at this time. 
8. Library: Vetter stated that the snow removal contract was awarded to Applewood Nursery for 

the 2nd year. 
9. Sewer Board: Boulineau stated that the work plan continues on the reed beds. 
10. Highway 8: Meeting on the 21 st of October at the Law Enforcement Center on Per Road. 

MOTION by Swanson and seconded by Vetter to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 pm. 
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried. 

Attest: 

City Clerk, Dana Miron Mayor, Jill Behnke 
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