Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council
September 2, 2025

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Council Members Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter,
Garrett Boulineau, Sally Swanson

Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, Public Works Mike Kriz, Chisago County Press Matt Silver,
Mark Baumann, Scott Anderson, Philip Bottjen, Kathrin Herrig, Roni Cramer, Chad Crane, Tony Dehn

Consent Agenda: September Agenda, August Minutes Regular Council, August Minutes Working
Meeting, August Claims. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to approve the consent agenda.
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

OPEN FORUM: Resident expressed concerns about an unoccupied lot with unsightly, possibly
hazardous debris currently on the property. She was assured that the City is presently in communication
with the owners on this topic. Forum closed at 7:05 pm.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Hursh Iron Works: Taylors Falls has confirmed that the Hursh Ironworks engineer is actively
working on the site plan review requirements. Once complete, it will be reviewed by the Taylors
Falls city engineer. When both engineers are satisfied, a public hearing and Planning Commission
meeting can be scheduled, and Council approval thereafter.

2. 117 Busch Ave: The Center City Public Works department has mowed the lawn, and a bill will
be sent to the owners. Communication is ongoing regarding ordinance violations.

3. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail): Councilmember Swanson stated that the required
survey work is currently being done by Chisago County at the trailhead location.

Mayor Behnke revisited the Electric Vehicle Charging station subject, asking Council if they
would consider completing a grant application as it is due October 1%, Council discussed and
concluded that a meeting should be scheduled for September 15™ at 5:30 pm. Councilmember
Swanson will review documents and summarize her findings prior to the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Preliminary Budget Levy Resolution 2025-09-02: Wolcott briefed Council on slight changes
made after the working meeting. Preliminary Budget is proposed with a four percent total levy
increase over last year at $395,255 for 2026. Motion to adopt Resolution 2025-09-02 made by
Wolcott and seconded by Vetter. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

2. Busch Ave: Dead End Sign: Wolcott requested a dead-end sign for Busch Avenue due to traffic.
Motion by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson to put the sign at Busch and Center.

Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.



League of Minnesota Cities Recognition of Senator Mark Koran: Motion to recognize
Senator Mark Koran and his efforts to support city-friendly legislation made by Vetter and
seconded by Wolcott. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

Chisago County Historical Society Donation: Motion to donate $100 to the Chisago County
Historical Society made by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.
Tony’s Event, October 11, 2025: Tony has submitted an event permit requesting to shut down
Main Street for his event with vendors and a band set up on the street. He would also like to have
a band and bar set up outside on the backside of his property. Motion by Wolcott and seconded by
Boulineau to approve Tony’s event permit for October 11, 2025. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.
Chisago County Sheriff’s Department Contract 2026: Motion to approve the CCSD contract
for 2026 made by Wolcott and seconded by Swanson. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS:

Public Works:

A. Cell Phone/On-Call: PW Mike Kriz inquired about setting a standard pay for carrying the
city cell phone, especially on weekends and holidays. He stated that, from many years of
experience, carrying a cell phone to be reached in the event of an emergency severely limits
an employee's ability to travel any distance or even to attend family events. The request is to
be compensated fairly for this responsibility. Council requested that the public works
department reach out to nearby cities and request what their policies are, and report back next
month.

B. Training: PW Mike Kriz requested permission to attend the University of Minnesota
Certified Tree Inspector continuing education class in November. Motion to approve both
public works employees to attend was made by Vetter and seconded by Swanson. Ayes-5,
Nays-0. Motion carried.

Clerk/Treasurer:

A. Zoning: Miron stated that most of the recent zoning violations have been corrected. A few
have time left to comply.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
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Fire Department: Nothing at this time.

Personnel: Nothing at this time.

Planning Commission: Nothing at this time.

Ordinance Committee: Meeting September 24, 2025.

Budget Committee: Nothing at this time.

HPC: Nothing at this time.

Parks: Nothing at this time.

Library: Vetter stated that East Central Regional Library is trying an extended access program at
the Wyoming location at a cost of approximately $70,000. This allows registered patrons to use
the library as early as 6 am and as late as 10 pm. The pilot program consists of 26 participants.
Sewer Board: Boulineau stated that they have accepted a quote for a project manager for
upcoming work, but there are concerns about the process of selection and a new procedure for
bids will be reviewed and discussed.



10. Highway 8: Representation from the Minnesota Department of Transportation met with Council
before tonight's meeting with potential options for the Highway 8 upgrades projected to take place
in 2032 from Chisago City to Taylors Falls.

MOTION by Boulineau and seconded by Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 8:28 pm.
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

Attest:

City Clerk, Dana Miron Mayor, Jill Behnke






