Minutes from the Regular Meeting Center City Council
November 4, 2025

Mayor Behnke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Council Members Present: Mayor Jill Behnke, Council Members Mark Wolcott, Lloyd Vetter,
Garrett Boulineau, Sally Swanson

Others Present: City Clerk Dana Miron, City Attorney Ted Alliegro, Chisago County Press Matt Silver,
Scott Anderson, CCFD Chief Travis Greene, Cass Sweeno, Jason Sweeno, Mark Baumann, Deb Johnson

Consent Agenda: November Agenda, October Minutes Regular Council, October Minutes EDA,
October Claims. Motion made by Vetter and seconded by Swanson to approve the consent agenda.
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

OPEN FORUM: No public comment. Opened and closed at 7:06

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Hursh Iron Works: Swanson and Vetter attended Taylor's Falls Planning Commission meeting
on October 27". They plan to attend the next meeting on November 10" to follow Hursh's plans.
Attorney Alliegro stated that Hursh has requested a phone conference with both him and the
Mayor. Mark Baumann cited §92.15A as a possible noise violation. Cass Sweeno also
commented on the intrusive noise.

2. SIRT (Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail): A virtual meeting took place with Chisago County,
Center City Public Works, and SIRT engineers regarding the section of the future trail along
Highway 8. The Center City Engineer will be asked to review.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Truth in Taxation: Public Hearing set for December 2, 2025, at 6 pm or as soon thereafter.
Motion made by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

2. Statewide Volunteer Firefighter Plan: Resolution 2025-11-04: A Resolution opting to increase
the benefit level for firefighters who are vested in the statewide volunteer firefighter plan. The
increase is to the $3300 benefit level per year of service. Motion made by Swanson and seconded
by Wolcott to approve Resolution 2025-11-04. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

3. Liquor License Renewals 2026:

Pizza Pub: On Sale, Sundays, and 2 am

Jake’s on the Lakes: On Sale, Sundays and Off Sale
Fiesta Cancun Bar & Grill: On Sale and Sundays
Tony’s Bar & Grill: On Sale, Sundays and Tobacco
Nordic Rooftop Bar: On Sale and Sundays

Nordic Market Liquor: Off Sale

Motion made by Wolcott and seconded by Vetter to approve all Center City liquor license
renewals with all required paperwork submitted and approved. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.



4.

Bayview Pond Repair: The agreement between Center City and Chisago County EDA/HRA, as
well as three bids for pond repair, was provided for Council to review. Some discussion took
place, and concerns arose about ownership, maintenance, and potential design flaws contributing
to the failure of the east wall. Vetter strongly urged the Council to have Attorney Alliegro review
the agreement and provide comments before any action is taken. Council also requested that a
meeting be set up with Chisago County Soil and Water Conservation, as well as Chisago County
HRA/EDA.

STAFF REPORTS:

1.

Public Works:

A. Cell Phone/On-Call: Vetter stated that the personnel committee met with both public works
employees in October and discussed possible options for compensation when carrying the
work phone after hours, weekends, and holidays. Vetter stated that they also reviewed what
other nearby cities do for their employees. Council briefly discussed further. Motion by Vetter
and seconded by Swanson to approve $25 per day and pay time and a half for time after
regular hours or weekends and recognized holidays beginning January 1, 2026. Ayes-5,
Nays-0. Motion carried.

Clerk/Treasurer:

A. Streetlight Garlands: Clerk Miron looked into the replacement cost of the garland and lights
for the city street light posts. Sample garland and clear lights were ordered and received. The
cost to replace all 19 posts would be approximately $1615. Motion by Boulineau and
seconded by Vetter to order replacement garlands with multi-colored lights if available.
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

B. RFP City Attorney: Clerk Miron sent the 2024 RFP to Council Swanson for review. Swanson
stated that she sees no revisions needed. She reviewed proposals received last year and looked
into what firm other small cities have. Attorney Alliegro was asked about his timeline for
retirement and the need to move forward in finding a new attorney. Alliegro said that he will
be available through at least mid-year 2026.

C. Council Meeting Time: Clerk Miron asked Council if they would consider starting the
monthly meetings during the winter at 6 pm. Brief discussion by Council. Motion by Vetter
and seconded by Swanson to have regular Council meetings at 6 pm in November through
April, and 7 pm in May through October. Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
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Fire Department: Nothing new at this time.

Personnel: Met with public works employees earlier this month.

Planning Commission: Nothing new at this time.

Ordinance Committee: Nothing new at this time.

Budget Committee: Nothing new at this time.

HPC: Will be meeting later this month.

Parks: Will be meeting later this month.

Library: Nothing new at this time.

Sewer Board: Vetter stated that the engineer is retiring, new engineer is John Friel.

. Highway 8: There was a meeting in Shafer and the MNDOT representatives recapped their

findings.



11. EDA: Nothing at this time
12. Visitor’s Bureau: Will be meeting later this month.

MOTION by Vetter and seconded by Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 8:17 pm.
Ayes-5, Nays-0. Motion carried.

Attest:

City Clerk, Dana Miron Mayor, Jill Behnke






