
SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

CITY OF CENTER CITY 

SNOW AND ICE CONTROL POLICY 

The purpose of this Policy is to define and outline snow and ice control objectives and procedures as 

established by the City of Center City. 

The City of Center City believes that it is in the best interest of the residents for the City to assume basic 

responsibility for snow and ice control on City streets. Reasonable snow and ice control is necessary for 

routine travel and emergency services. The City will attempt to provide such control safely and cost­

effectively, keeping in mind safety, budget, personnel, and environmental concerns. The City will use 

City employees to provide the following level of service: 

GUIDELINES FOR SNOW OR ICE CONTROL OPERATIONS 

The Public Works Supervisor or his/her designee will decide when to begin anti-icing, snow removal, or 

ice control operations. The criteria for that decision are: 

1. Snow accumulations of three (3) inches or more 

2. Drifting of snow that causes problems for travel 

3. Icy conditions, which seriously affect travel 

4. Time of snowfall in relation to heavy use of streets 

5. The City does not maintain a bare pavement policy 

Snow and ice control operations will normally be conducted only when weather conditions do not 

endanger the safety of City employees and equipment. Factors that may delay snow and ice control 

operations include: severe cold, significant winds, and limited visibility. 

Snow and ice control operations are expensive and involve the use of limited personnel and equipment. 

Consequently, snowplowing operations will not generally be conducted for snowfall of less than three 

(3) inches. 

To assure completion of priority areas, snow removal may be conducted on a 24-hour basis, which may 

result in snow removal equipment operating in residential areas during the evening, night, and early 

morning hours. 

HOW SNOW WILL BE PLOWED 

Snow will be plowed in a manner as to minimize any traffic obstructions. Generally, the center of the 

roadway will be plowed first. The snow shall then be pushed from left to right on two-way streets. The 

discharge shall go onto the boulevard area of the street. In times of extreme snowfall, the process of 

clearing the streets of snow may be delayed, or it may not be reasonably possible to completely clear 

the streets of snow. 

Generally, operations shall continue until all roads are passable. Widening and clean-up operations may 

continue immediately or on the following work day(s), depending on conditions and circumstances. Due 

to safety concerns for the plow operators and the public, operations may be terminated after 10-12 

hours to allow personnel adequate time for rest. 



RIGHT-OF-WAY 

The right-of-way provides room for snow storage, public and private utilities, sidewalks, street lights, 

signage, and other City uses. Certain private improvements may be located within the right-of-way, such 

as mailboxes, landscaping, fences, etc. These improvements may be permitted or may be non-permitted. 

Snow and ice control operations may impact or damage these improvements. 

Mailboxes: The City will bear the cost to repair a damaged mailbox only if it is caused by City equipment 

coming into contact with the mailbox, not from the weight of thrown snow. The Public Works Supervisor 

or his/her designee will verify the cause of damage and authorize repair when appropriate. The City will 

make temporary repairs to the mailbox for mail delivery, and when weather and time permit, the Public 

Works Department will complete the repairs. The City will install a replacement mailbox and post, which 

shall be a standard-size non-decorative type. 

Snowplow operators make every effort to remove snow as close to the curb line/road edge as possible 

to provide access to mailboxes for the postal department. It is not possible to provide perfect conditions 

and minimize damage with the size of equipment the City operates. The final cleaning near mailboxes is 

the responsibility of the property owner/resident. Damage resulting from thrown snow is the 

responsibility of the property owner/resident. Removing snow from the mailbox and maintaining access 

to the mailbox are the responsibilities of the property owner. 

A property owner assumes all risk and responsibility for replacement of mailboxes and supports 

constructed of materials such as, but not limited to, brick and mortar, stone aggregate, ornamental 

railings, or antique-type support. 

Boulevard Sod: The City will not be responsible for the repair of any sod that is damaged while plowing 

snow within the city right-of-way. 

ACCUMULATED SNOW REMOVAL 

The Public Works Supervisor or his/her designee will determine when stored or piled snow will be 

removed from an area. Such snow removal will occur in areas where there is no room on the boulevard 

for snow storage and in areas where piles of snow have been created by City crews. Snow removal 

operations will not commence until other snowplowing operations have been completed. Snow removal 

operations may also be delayed depending on weather conditions, personnel, and budget availability. 

The snow will be removed and hauled to a designated snow storage area only as is necessary. 

PRIORITIES AND SCHEDULE FOR SNOW AND ICE CONTROL OPERATIONS 

Priority 1: Those streets classified as "Primary Snow Plow Routes" will be plowed first. These are high­

volume streets that connect major sections of the City and provide access for emergency fire, police, and 

medical services. This also includes the downtown business area and fire hall. 

Priority 2: The streets classified as "Secondary Snow Plow Routes" will then be plowed. These are 

medium to low-volume streets that provide access to multiple properties. These routes include cul-de­

sacs and alleys. 

Priority 3: Priority Facility-Building: City Hall parking lot/Fire Hall parking lot. 

Priority 4: Clean-up activities 

Priority 5: Trails 



A 

USE OF SALT AND OTHER CHEMICALS 

The City, in the best interest of the residents, assumes basic responsibility for control of snow and ice on 

city streets to the best of its ability. The City does NOT have a bare pavement policy. Roads are cleared 

of snow, and intersections, hills, and curves are treated to melt as much ice as possible. The City is 

concerned about the environmental impact and will use as little salt as possible to allow the safe use of 

roads at reasonable speeds. Salt will not be applied at temperatures below 15 degrees due to its 

ineffectiveness. There may be hard-packed snow and ice that cannot be removed during the heart of 

winter. 

TRAILS, PUBLIC PARKING LOTS, AND OTHER PUBLIC FACILITIES 

Generally, the City will remove snow on those trails designated on the Snow Plow Plan - Trail Maps. The 

following criteria are considered in determining which trails should be plowed by the City: the trail is 

located adjacent to a collector or greater classification of roadway, the connectivity of the trail, 

connection to schools, connection to commercial areas, located in or adjacent to City parks, and available 

resources. 

The following standards are adopted for providing winter maintenance to designated trails and parking 

lots: 

1. Pursuant to City Code §92.01 (B)(1), all snow and ice not removed from public sidewalks twenty­

four (24) hours after the snow or other precipitation causing the condition has ceased to fall. 

However, consideration will be given for special circumstances. If the Property owners or the 

occupants fail to remove snow and ice from sidewalks abutting their property, business, or 

residence in a timely fashion, the City may issue a citation and/or clear the sidewalk and charge 

the cost back to the adjacent property owner. 

2. Designated trails, parking lots, and other public facilities are normally plowed, blown, or swept. 

The method of snow removal depends on the amount and type of snowfall. 

3. Designated trails will be cleared as thoroughly as possible, but need not be cleared of all ice and 

snow, nor maintained to bare pavement. 

4. Snow removal around fire hydrants will be performed by residents who have a hydrant on their 

property. 

Adopted by the City Council this 4 day of February, 2026. This Policy shall take effect on the day this 

policy is signed. 
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